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TIME FOR A NEW GARAGE DOOR? 

GREAT NEWS!! 

YOU'VE GOT YOUR TIMING SPOT ON! 

The electronic rollei^door is possibly the most popular 
garage door by a mile. There are obvious reasons why; space 
saving, extra width, extra height, neat and compact, totally 
secure, reliable and safe, maintenance free - the list goes on... 
Many companies charge between **£2500 and £3000 for a 
Rolling Garage Door. But when it comes to quality and price, 
We are possibly the best in the UK - by a mile!! We are 
one of the biggest UK door manufacturers. You will see, with us 
you will save yourselves ££££s for a truly fantastic new door. 

**£2500! OUR PRICE £875!! 

NOW ONLY £799 

INCLUDING FITTING: LIMITED TIME ONLY 

PREPARE TO BE IMPRESSED: 

• Totally bespoke, made to measure!! 

• We take away your old door FREE OF CHARGE 

• Top quality Electric Operated Rolling Garage Door 

• Double skinned top quality insulated aluminium 

• Totally maintenance free 

• So neat & compacted & space-saving, giving you extra 
width & extra height 

• White as standard, other colours available 

• Roller Garage Doors, Absolute Top quality garage door, 
for lower than UK High Street DIV retailers 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS SPECIAL DEAL 

CALL NOW 01245 360700 
www.roller-shutter-doors-uk.com [1] 
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Why a shortage of heads 
should be major worry 


ASK any teacher about the secret of a 
good school and invariably their 
reply will mention the benefits of 
strong and stable leadership. 

All of which is somewhat worrying 
when it comes to the story we report 
on this week which highlights the 
dozens of Kent schools who will go 
into the new term, which for most 
starts this week, without a head 
teacher. 

The head should be the fulcrum 
around which the entire ethos and 
attitude of the school revolves 
around. They should be visible, 
accessible and clear in their 
aims and attitudes. They 
should simultaneously be on 
the side of both parents and 
staff - a tough juggling act 
without a doubt - and strive 
for the greater good of the 
community they oversee. 

Without that key figure, 
schools can drift. 

Certainly head 
teachers are well 
remunerated - but 
then so they _ 


deserve to be when in charge of 
budgets and a significant workforce, 
let alone the future of hundreds, if 
not thousands, of our children. 

But the pressures under which 
they operate now are becoming 
intolerable. The ability to balance the 
now necessary business acumen 
alongside declining incomes and 
what appears an increasing lack of 
responsibility of parents to aide them 
in their goals, makes the job one few 
are prepared to take, and many find 
simply too much. 

League tables and Ofsted demand 
immediate results and immediate 
improvement. Failure can spell 
doom. 

So what’s the answer? Our 
education system is straining 
at the seams right now and 
that will only intensify unless 
the government eases up on 
such a vital public service. 

Our children deserve 
it, and hard-work¬ 
ing teachers and 
head teachers 
deserve it too. 
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co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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Join us for our sparkling stroll 
under the stars and raise vital 
funds to support hospice care 
in east Kent. 

Entry includes lantern, t-shirt, 
medal & more! 
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Registered office 56 London Road, Canterbury CT2 8JA. Registered charity no 293968 and as a company in England no 2000560. Pilgrims Hospices in east Kent is a company limited by guarantee. 
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Labour fury after £400k 
spent on ‘vanity project’ 



COMMEMORATIONS : Medway in Flames cost has sparked fury from Labour Picture: STUART THOMAS 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


THE Conservative-controlled 
Medway Council has been 
slammed for spending almost 
£400,000 of taxpayers’ money on 
“a vanity project”. 

Opposition Labour members 
revealed this week the total bill for 
the local authority’s commemora¬ 
tions of the 350th anniversary of 
the Battle of Medway - a famous 
naval defeat by the Dutch - was 
subsidised from council coffers to 
the tune of £389,471. 

The spending included £100,563 
for the civic event itself, some 
£244,086 for the Medway in 
Flames display and a further 
£60,054 for “land-based activi¬ 
ties”. 

Sponsorship of the events 
generated around £48,000 of 
income, but the Labour group, 
which boycotted the events back in 
June, slammed the spending 
against a backdrop of controversial 
cuts, including reducing the 
number of children’s centres in the 
district from 19 to 13 (see below). 

Andy Stamp, Medway Labour 
spokesman for regeneration, said: 


“People were rightly angry earlier 
this year when it emerged £60,000 
had been taken from the children’s 
budget and £100,000 from 
crematorium fees to fund a 
fireworks display. 

“It turns out that they literally 
didn’t know the half of it. 

“On the one hand our Tory 
cabinet pleads poverty when 
justifying cuts to vital services for 
our most vulnerable citizens. 

“But on the other it is happy to 


nod through a £400,000 splurge 
on a vanity project with no proper 
outcome-based targets for tourism 
or inward investment. 

“No doubt Tory councillors had 
fun at taxpayers’ expense at their 
£100,000 civic junket. With that 
sort of budget it must have been an 
absolute blast. 

“However I don’t think taxpayers 
will see the funny side.” 

Responding to the comments, 
Conservative leader Alan Jarrett 


told KoS: “We are investing in 
regeneration and tourism and this 
is just a cheap shot from Labour. 

“The problem is they made a big 
deal of boycotting it when they 
don’t attend any heritage events, 
and some of them don’t even sing 
the national anthem. 

“They treat our military heritage 
with contempt but the people of 
Medway cherish it and that’s why 
the Labour group are disrespect¬ 
ful.” 


Axe to fall on six Sure Start 
centres after council meet 


Group tees up solution 
to Sandwich pressure 
when The Open returns 


A SPECIALIST project group has 
been established to improve Sand¬ 
wich train station and ensure it can 
cope with the thousands of visitors 
set to descend on the town for The 
Open golf championship in 2020. 

Bosses announced back in 
February the tournament would 
return to the county for the 15th 
time, having last been held at Royal 
St George’s back in 2011. 

Then, The Open delivered a £77m 
benefit to the local economy, 
including some £24.14m of direct 
spending in Kent, 

A total of 180,091 fans flocked to 
Sandwich in 2011 with 37,000 
passengers travelling on the high 
speed train service, but Sandwich 
station struggled to cope. 

It is designed to accommodate 
eight-carriage trains, but Southeast¬ 
ern used 12-carriage trains to 
maximise passengers during the 
championship. That meant the level 
crossing, which regulates the road 
access was often closed. 


In addition, the existing passenger 
bridge over the tracks was not fit to 
bear the large number of passengers. 

Now a specialist group, which is 
chaired by Kent County Council and 
includes representatives from Dover 
District Council, Network Rail, 
Southeastern and the Department 
for Transport, has been set up. 

Council chiefs are proposing an 
extension of platforms at the station 
to accommodate longer trains and 
construction of an additional 
footbridge linking platform passen¬ 
gers to a pathway leading to the club. 
A report issued to Dover councillors 
ahead of a cabinet meeting on 
Monday says the group favours a 
“permanent solution” estimated to 
cost around £3.5m as opposed to a 
“semi-permanent solution” which 
would cost around £1.5m plus 
another £900,000 per future event. 
With a permanent improvement in 
place, the group says it will “provide 
assurance for the holding of future 
Open events at Sandwich”. 


PLANS to close six children’s 
centres in Medway were officially 
rubber-stamped by the council’s 
scrutiny committee this week. 

Last month, the local authority 
agreed that controversial plans to 
shut down all 19 of the Sure Start 
centres and replace them with four 
'super hubs’ were set to be 
scrapped following a six-week 
public consultation. 

Bomb alert 
find shell in 

BOMB disposal experts were 
drafted in to conduct a controlled 
explosion after a device dropped 
from a German Luftwaffe during 
the Second World War was 
discovered at a ragstone quarry 
near Kings Hill on Thursday 
afternoon. 

The Ministry of Defence’s 
explosive ordnance disposal team 
were called in to conduct the blast 


Subsequently the Conservative- 
controlled council rowed back on 
its initial proposals, and instead 
agreed Fiat 13 out of the 19 are 
maintained, with four of them 
becoming hubs, which would 
combine children’s centre services 
for 0-5-year-olds, with early help 
teams who work with families and 
children who are aged five and 
upwards. 


on Friday after workmen at Blaise 
Farm in Ashton Way revealed the 
bomb while working at the quarry. 

It was confirmed as being a 
50kg bomb dropped during a 
German raid. 

A police spokesperson said: 

‘ ‘There were no safety concerns for 
the local vicinity.” 

The bomb was detonated on 
Friday morning. 


after workmen 
ragstone quarry 
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Free shingles vaccine for county's pensioners 


Pensioners across the county are being urged to 
protect themselves against shingles with a free 
vaccine. 

Shingles is a very itchy painful, burning group of 
blisters caused by the reactivation of the chickenpox 
virus. The rash commonly affects one area of the body 
often the chest, and can last up to four weeks. 


However for some people, pain can persist for several 
months, or even years, after the rash has disappeared. 

Patients aged 70 or 78 years old are eligible for the 
shingles vaccine, while anyone who was eligible for 
immunisation in the previous three years of the 
programme but missed out on their shingles vaccina¬ 
tion remains eligible until their 80th birthday. 


MPs call on chancellor 
to bring back duty free 
when Brexit is complete 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


KENT MPs have joined with dozens 
of other Conservative politicians 
calling for the reinstatement of duty 
free sales on travel to and from the 
European Union after Brexit. 

Charlie Elphicke, who represents 
Dover and Deal, and South Thanet’s 
Craig Mackinlay are among the 40 
Tory MPs who have signed a letter to 
Philip Hammond calling for duty 
free to be available for trips to Eu¬ 
rope from March 29, 2019. 

Such sales between Britain and 
the EU were axed by the EU in 1999 
and since then they have only ap¬ 
plied on trips outside the continent. 

The letter says bringing back duty 
free will boost regional economies 
like Dover and Deal, with towns and 
districts home to ports and smaller 
airports, as well as the ferry industry 
and airlines, are set to benefit most. 

Mr Elphicke said: “The return of duty 
free would deliver a real boost to Britain. 

“The benefits would be felt across 



BOOST: Ferry firms would benefit 

the nation - particularly in coastal 
communities and regional airports. 

“Bringing back duty free would be 
a real boost to the ferry industry at 
ports from Dover to Holyhead - as 
well as regional airports from Aber¬ 


deen to the East Midlands.” 

Added Mr Mackinlay: “As our letter 
to the chancellor makes clear, if the 
government fails to ensure the return 
of duty free sales, UK citizens would be 
in the anomalous position that EU 
passengers to the UK would be able to 
buy duty free goods - yet UK passen¬ 
gers travelling to the EU will not. 

“Moreover, given that duty free 
applies to travel to the rest of the 
world it would make no sense for it 
not to apply to Europe after Brexit. 

“I am sure Mr Hammond will 
want to consider this matter very 
carefully and I hope we can look for¬ 
ward to a positive response.” 

The letter says: “These changes 
need to be made in good time in or¬ 
der to give operators time to be ready 
on day one of Brexit. We understand 
that preparations could take up to 
nine months for ferry firms and air¬ 
port operators.” 

Only minor amendments to legis¬ 
lation on VAT, excise duty and excise 
goods are required to reintroduce 
duty free, according to industry ex¬ 
perts. 



HAPPY: Judge Paul Hollywood 

Bake Off back 
with strong 
ratings recipe 

THE Great British Bake Offs debut on 
Channel 4 attracted a bigger audience 
than any of the show’s launch episodes 
on BBC Two - but was well down on last 
year’s opener on BBC One. 

An average of 6.5 million people 
tuned in to Tuesday night’s episode, 
giving Channel 4 its highest overnight 
audience for five years, the broadcaster 
said. The figure includes those who 
watched the episode on Channel 4+1. 

The show’s new host is Sandi Toksvig, 
who has a home in Herne Bay, while 
judge Paul Hollywood lives near 
Canterbury. 

Bake Off’s biggest overnight audience 
for a launch episode on BBC Two was 
5.6m in 2013. By contrast the show’s 
launch on BBC One last year won an 
overnight average of 10.4m - almost 4m 
above the figure for Channel 4. 

The series returned to television 
screens on Tuesday night. 

Jay Hunt, Channel 4’s chief creative 
officer, said: “It’s fantastic to see people 
warming to Noel Fielding from episode 
one, thinking that Prue Leith very 
naturally stepped into Mary Berry’s 
shoes and was excellent as a judge, and 
that Sandi was warm and funny and 
brought her own particular humour.” 

Channel 4 bought the show in a 
four-year deal for £75m. 


MP cheered as hopes 
rise of saving mural 

THE Banksy mural in Dover can be saved by the 
district council, according to the town’s MP. 

Charlie Elphicke has campaigned for the 
artwork, which depicts a workman on a ladder 
chipping away at one of the 12 stars on the 
European Union flag, to be maintained in the town 
since it first appeared in May. 

The Tory applied to Historic England to have 
the work listed, but the public body’s planning 
director, Dr Andrew Brown, said the building 
does not meet its test of “special architectural or 
historic interest”, but confirmed the local authority 
does “have powers to safeguard the mural 
through normal development control measures”. 

Mr Elphicke said: “This is great news. We now 
know the council can save the Banksy after all 
- whether that’s through retrospective permis¬ 
sion, stop notices, new planning applications, or 
other control measures. I have passed this 
information to the council and urged them to do 
the right thing.” 


Plan to refurbish old 
station site on track 

PLANS for a major investment in the Bat & Ball railway 
station near Sevenoaks has taken a big step forward. 

Sevenoaks Town Council wants to refurbish the 
station building as a key part of the regeneration of the 
north part of the town. It has recently been subject to 
anti-social behaviour. 

For the past year it has been working on a project 
that has achieved planning permission and listed 
building consent to refurbish the boarded up station 
building to provide a cafe, public toilets and commu¬ 
nity rooms. 

It has also undertaken negotiations with Southeast¬ 
ern and Network Rail for a 25-year peppercorn lease 
which was finally completed last week. 

The project has successfully passed the first stage 
of a Heritage Lottery Fund application. If subsequent 
applications prove successful, it is hoped work could 
begin as soon as January, with work completed by 
next September A decision is due on December 1. 

Plans are also progressing for the new Bat & Ball 
Centre on the opposite side of the railway line. 


£200k Queen statue 
set to be approved 

FINAL approval for an historic statue of Queen 
Elizabeth II in Gravesend is set to be given next 
week. 

On Wednesday, planning councillors will look at a 
final application to install a commemorative bronze 
statue of Britain’s longest reigning monarch in St 
Andrew’s Gardens. 

The £200,000 statue, funded privately, will be 
positioned in the southern part of a triangular shaped 
area of grass which is bordered by two of the 
garden’s stone paths and by Crooked Lane to the 
front. 

Facing onto Crooked Lane, the artist behind the 
statue, Douglas Jennings, previously sculpted the 
award-winning statue of Second World War squad¬ 
ron leader, Mahinder Singh Pujji, which also stands in 
the gardens near Gravesend’s riverside. 

If approved, as recommended by officers, one tree 
will be lost to make way for the statue, which is 
thought to be the only statue of Her Majesty seated, 
with installation expected in the autumn. 
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Hospital takes to Facebook to 
call for patients to avoid A&E 



PRESSURE : Hospital appeal resulted in the situation easing amid fears of overload 


By Luke May 

Luke.may@archant.co.uk 


UNDER strain hospital chiefs were forced to 
put out an appeal on social media to avoid 
using the accident and emergency (A&E) de¬ 
partment at Darent Valley Hospital in Dart- 
ford on Tuesday as it found itself swamped 
with an “unprecedented demand”. 

More than 100 patients had already been 
treated by 12.30pm on Tuesday, sparking 
concerns nearly 400 patients could turn up 
at the department in a single day, in addition 
to ambulance arrivals. 

In a bid to deter more people heading to 
the hospital and adding to the strain, it put a 
message on its Facebook page urging pa¬ 
tients not to attend A&E unless absolutely 
necessary. 

A spokesperson from the hospital told us: 
“By sending out the message we saw 302 at¬ 
tendances and 75 ambulances which was a 
marked improvement on what was predicted.” 

On an average day, the hospital sees just 
under 300 patients and 80 ambulances. 

Services had settled back down by 
Wednesday and the cause of the spike is not 
known. 

However, Dartford Borough Council lead¬ 
er Jeremy Kite said patients should use their 
common sense before arriving to prevent a 


sudden surge once again put the department 
under pressure. 

He said: “It’s incumbent on all of us to help 
the NHS, I know from speaking to hospital 
staff that they want to provide the very best 
service they can. 

“But even they can get frustrated when 
some of the people who are coming in to A&E 
do not need such urgent care. 

“Of course the NHS is under stress, we need 
to improve young people’s health services to 
educate them on their bodies and make sure 


they’re looking after themselves. 

“There are too many people, myself in¬ 
cluded, that are too unhealthy, too over¬ 
weight and it is putting services under 
pressure.” 

Jonathon Hawkes, Labour leader in 
Dartford, added: “The pressure the NHS is 
under was completely reflected on Tues¬ 
day. It’s not just about patients and resi¬ 
dents knowing what service to use, our 
health service needs to provide the services 
we depend on.” 


Village was hottest 
place in the country 

A VILLAGE in Kent chalked up the hottest 
temperature in the UK on Tuesday as we bid 
farewell to the bank holiday mini-heatwave in 
style. 

Frittenden, near Staplehurst, saw the mercury 
rocket to 29.3 degrees C before we came 
crashing back down to earth on the Wednesday 
with temperatures being reduced by half. 
Forecasters say September will be “unsettled”. 

Dealer caught with 
sock full of money 

A DRUG dealer who was caught with cocaine and 
a sock full of cash in Chatham has been jailed. 

Ryan Graham, 26, of Station Road in Rainham, 
was stopped by patrols as he drove through 
Magpie Hall Road in January this year. 

Officers searched the BMW car and found 
cocaine and a sock full of cash totaling £260. 


Pensioner burgled 

A CANTERBURY woman in her 90s reportedly 
had cash and jewellery stolen in a burglary on 
Bank Holiday Monday. 

Anyone with information on the incident, which 
took place in Church Lane, Kingston, is asked to 
call Kent Police on 01843 222289 quoting 
ZY/41047/17 or contact Crimestoppers, anony¬ 
mously, on 0800 555111. 
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Support blows strong for bid 
to increase wind farm size 


THOSE living along the coast 
where plans are afoot to increase 
the size of an off-shore wind farm 
say they are broadly in support of 
the proposals. 

Swedish energy firm Vattenfall 
wants to add a further 34 giant 
turbines to the Thanet Offshore 
Wind Farm, off the coast of Thanet 
and Sandwich. 

There are currently 100 turbines 
on the site, which has been 
operational since 2010. 

It commissioned an independent 
survey among those residents most 
affected by the extension plans. 

According to the findings of the Lake 
Market Research work, 60 per cent of 
those interviewed said that Thanet 
Extension Offshore Wind Farm was a 
good idea, 29 per cent claimed they 
were not sure, with the remainder 



saying it was not a good idea. 

Helen Jameson, Vattenfall’s 
project manager said: “It’s still early 
days for the extension proposal and 
we can never take support for 
granted, nonetheless, it’s obviously 


good to hear that the survey found 
strong support among residents for 
the idea of an extension.” 

Vattenfall is to discuss more 
detailed plans with local residents 
in the autumn. 


Josie, survivor of hammer 
attack, engaged to marry 


JOSIE Russell, who survived a 
hammer attack that killed her 
mother and sister, has an¬ 
nounced her engagement two 
decades on from the tragedy. 

Lin Russell, 45, and her 
six-year-old daughter Megan 
were beaten to death on a quiet 
country path with a hammer as 
they walked home from 
Chillenden, near Canterbury in 
July 1996. Josie, then nine, was 
left for dead. 

Michael Stone, from Gilling¬ 
ham, was eventually convicted 
of the murders. 

Now, Miss Russell is a textile 
artist in Wales, where her 
father, Shaun, brought her to 
help recover from the ordeal. 

Speaking to the Daily Mail 
this week, Miss Russell said she 
plans to marry her boyfriend of 
12 years, Iwan Griffith, who 


proposed last December. 

She said: “It was on Christ¬ 
mas morning, Iwan gave me 
chocolates and said ‘Sorry, I 
didn’t get you much’. 

“Then he produced the ring 
and said: ‘Happy Christmas’. He 
did offer to get down on one 
knee and propose but I told him 
he didn’t have to. It was a 
wonderful moment because 
Iwan is not only a wonderful 
man, he’s my best friend.” 

Mr Griffith, 31, grew up on a 
farm ignorant of his partner’s 
past. She said: “It meant things 
were just nice and normal from 
the start. He asked about my 
mum once and I just told him 
she had died. Later his parents 
told him the full story but we 
never talk about the past. It’s 
better for me to just get on with 
the present.” 


Service for 'the Few' 

THE men Sir Winston Churchill christened 
“the Few” during the Second World War will 
be honoured once again with a service of 
commemoration at the Battle of Britain 
Memorial, Capel-le-Ferne, near Folkestone 
on September 15. The Battle of Britain 
Memorial Trust holds the service each year. 


Man 'naked in his car' 

A CHATHAM man is to appear in court after 
he was reported to have been found lying 
naked in a car which was parked in a public 
road in Hollingbourne. 

Mindy Fairchild, aged 52, of Meadow 
Bank Road, was arrested and later charged 
with a public order offence. 


Dementia paper at UN 

A FORMER head teacher from Canterbury 
has attended the United Nations (UN) 
Committee on Human Rights to present a 
paper on living with dementia. 

Keith Oliver, diagnosed with Alzheimer’s 
at 55, now works to raise awareness and 
dispel myths around the disease. 


Trapped woman saved 

FIREFIGHTERS dramatically removed the 
roof of a car to rescue a woman who was 
trapped after being involved in a smash in 
Cranbrook. 

Two vehicles collided in Glassenbury 
Road just after 5pm on Monday, as emer¬ 
gency services rushed to the scene. 
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Euro cash for 
dementia site 


Grammar in legal threat 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 



PRESSURE : St Olave’s is a high-performing school in Orpington. Picture: PA 


L EGAL action is being pursued 
after a grammar school with¬ 
drew places for a number of 
A-level students who failed to 
achieve certain grades. 
Simpson Millar solicitors have ini¬ 
tiated judicial review proceedings 
against the governing body of St 
Olave’s Grammar School in Orping¬ 
ton after two students were told they 
could not continue their A-level stud¬ 
ies into Year 13. 

The pupils, who cannot be named 
for legal reasons, failed to achieve Bs 
in any of their subjects taken in the 
first year of sixth form, lawyers said. 

Days ago they were told they could 
return to the school but only to study 
a BTEC in health and social care. 

The school, which will start its new 
term on September 5, is said to oper¬ 
ate a three-pronged policy to “main¬ 
tain its exceptional A-level results”. 

Year 12 pupils will normally have 
gained three Bs or higher if they wish 
to complete their studies in Year 13, 
the school’s sixth form rules and reg¬ 
ulations state. 

If a student scored a C, they must 
sign an agreement that the school re¬ 
serves the right not to enter them for 
A-level examinations in any subject 
in which it is considered they will not 


score a B or above. 

The claimants are contesting the poli¬ 
cy on the grounds it does not “safeguard 
and promote the welfare of the children 
at the school, and is irrational”. 

It is unlawful, they say, because 
“the school does not have the power 
to exclude pupils between Year 12 
and Year 13 due to an alleged lack of 
academic progression”. 


Education lawyer Imogen Jolley, of 
Simpson Millar, said: “In maintained 
school sixth forms there may be grade 
boundaries to get in, but once you are in 
the only way they can get rid of you is if 
there is a behaviour issue. It would be 
unlawful to exclude a pupil for a reason 
such as academic attainment or ability.” 

The Department for Education said 
it would not comment while legal 


proceedings were ongoing, but issued 
guidance on its exclusion policies. 

The London Borough of Bromley, 
which is listed as an interested party, 
said it would not comment due to the 
legal proceedings. The school has so 
far refused to comment. 

A hearing to determine whether a 
judicial review will be granted is due to 
take place on September 20. 


ALMOST £3.5m of European 
funding has been approved to help 
develop a dementia village in Dover. 

East Kent Hospitals, Kent County 
Council as well as a host of partners 
from across east Kent and the wider 
continent have secured the cash to 
enable people will the illness to lead 
healthier and more independent 
lives. 

Work has been completed on the 
pre-planning application phase of 
the development, earmarked for the 
former Buckland Hospital site, which 
will lead to a final design being 
submitted to Dover District Council. 

Fears for dogs 
stuck in cars 

THE RSPCA fears more dogs will die 
locked inside sweltering cars after 
receiving more than a dozen calls 
from the county, and almost 400 
nationwide, during the recent warm 
weather. 

In Kent, the charity received some 
13 reports of animals in hot environ¬ 
ments between Monday, August 21 
and Bank Holiday Monday, August 
28 when a mini heatwave swept 
across the country. 


Medical Negligence Claim? 

Call Kent's no win, no fee specialists 
for a FREE no obligation chat. 


0 


Thank you so mucL 
my claim 
helpful, explaining everything 


help on 
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KENT'S NO WIN, NO FEE SPECIALISTS 


C’> 0845 222 1999 


Girlings 

SOLICITORS 


MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 


O girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 


Warners Gunton 
Hall 5-day Coach 
Holiday £249 


Now you can have a fantastic 5-day trip to Warner's Gunton Hall 



Holiday Village on the Sunny Suffolk Coast for a very special price 
this Autumn... 


You'll love Warner's Gunton Hall with its stunning 
views. Woodland walks, superb large indoor pool, 
indoor Bowls, Coffee Shop and Chic bar. 

You'll especially like the first-rate nightly 
entertainment in the superb show lounge 
And, you'll really feel at home in your Chalet with 
comfy beds, ensuite bathroom with toiletries, TV, 
Radio, hairdryer, iron, tea/coffee tray - everything 
need! 

Full details... 

Monday: arrive this afternoon. Settle in and I 
forward to dinner and entertainment this evening. 
Tuesday: Trip to historic city of Norwich on market i 


Wednesday: A Cruise on the Norfolk Broads 
Thursday: A big part of your holiday is Gunton itself so today 
is left free for you to relax and enjoy the facilities. 

Friday: A last hearty 'Warners' breakfast before we leave. 

Departs: Monday 30th October £249 

Price includes: 4 nights hotel with 3-course dinner and full 
choice breakfast plus all coach travel trips out as shown. 

Single chalet supplement £30 

Call to book or book online: GB TOURS ^ 0151 652 2222 www.gbtours.com 


Our coach departs: Maidstone, 
Sittingbourne, Chatham, Rochester, 
Gillingham, Gravesend - and then to 
Warner's Gunton Hall 
No changing coaches, no endless 
pick-ups. Same coach, same driver 
throughout your holiday - always 
with GBTours. 


33 years of great-value coach trips. ABTOT Bonded 5076 
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Stephen P. Gay 

Funeral (Service and 
Memorial Masons 

serving the community 
since 1982 


Funerals tailored to suit 
individual requirements 

Memorials made using the very 
best materials available 



BRAMM 



Funeral Home 

25 Station Road, Longfield, Kent DA3 7QD 

Tel: 01474 700194 (24hrs) 

65 Darenth Road, Dartford, Kent DAI ILU 
Tel: 01322 617499 

w ww, step Kenpgay fimerals.co, u k 

Memorial Showroom 

120 Old Road West 
Gravesend, Kent DA 1 1| 0LR 
Tel: 01474 32 1 OOT V 
Stephenpgayinemorialskent.co.uk 


We are the only independent funeral 
service in Longfield and Dartford 


"Remembering you on this day, 
comforted try so many memories ' 
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Fears growing as dozens of our 
schools do not have head teacher 


Union accuses government of 'bullying’ many out of the job with increased demands, and although 
interim chiefs are in place for start of new term, 45 Kent schools have no permanent leader in place 


By Tom Pyman 

Tom.Pyman@archant.co.uk 


H EAD teachers across the 
county are leaving the 
profession in droves due 
to being “bullied” by 
government expecta¬ 
tions, a union chief has said. 

It has emerged this week that there 
are some 45 schools around Kent set 
to kick off the academic year without 
a head teacher in charge - up from 40 
in September 2016. 

While Kent County Council insists 
“robust interim leadership arrange¬ 
ments” are in place in each case, there 
are fears over the potential impact on 
both pupils and staff across the coun¬ 
ty. 

Christine Dickinson, Kent secre¬ 
tary of the National Union of Teach¬ 
ers, told KoS: “I’m very concerned be¬ 
cause this is not just a local issue it’s a 
national one. 

“Head teachers these days have a 
very difficult life because they are 
judged on Ofsted results and academ¬ 
ic results which is a very two-dimen¬ 
sional way of looking at what a head is 
doing. 

“They are being bullied from above 
by government expectations. 

“Because of this, you then get 
young and inexperienced people tak¬ 
ing up headships and they don’t have 
skills in man-management, for exam¬ 
ple, which is just as important as pro¬ 
ducing results. 

“If they don’t get the required re¬ 
sults, they get rid of them, rather than 
offering them the time and support to 
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develop. 

“We’re also seeing many taking a 
business-like approach where they 
employ an executive head on a huge 
salary and they’re so far from the 
chalkface, while those actually doing 
the job are not getting enough. 

“I would like to see the local author¬ 
ity allowed to take a greater role in 
supporting the head teachers.” 

The Department for Education was 
contacted for a response to Ms Dickin¬ 
son’s comments but did not respond at 
the time of going to press. 

Education consultant and former 
Gravesend head teacher Peter Read 
said he was “not surprised” to hear 
about the figures and shared many of 
the union chief’s concerns. 

“There are many reasons for this 
but the main one is because people 
simply don’t want to become head 
teachers and put themselves in the fir¬ 
ing line,” he said. 

“When you look at the number be¬ 
ing sacked and the demands that are 
put on them, it’s no wonder. 

“You need stability in a school and 
some academies in particular have a 
considerable turnover. 

“Without a substantive head set¬ 
ting policies and standards from year- 
to-year, it impacts enormously on 
teachers and pupils who need that 
stability. 

“Government policy is putting pres¬ 
sure on schools, league tables, acade¬ 
my chains. 

“The job description of a head 
teacher is enormous and you’ve got to 
relieve some of the pressure.” 

Kent County Council’s children’s 
young people and education cabinet 


committee meets next week at Coun¬ 
ty Hall in Maidstone to discuss re¬ 
cruitment and retention issues, but 
the local authority says it is working 
to improve the crisis and developed 
and launched a school leadership 
strategy for Kent in October 2015 as 
part of a three-year plan. 

The strategy, which sees the coun¬ 
cil working in partnership with the 
Kent Association of Headteachers, the 
dioceses and the Kent Governors’ As¬ 
sociation and the Kent and Medway 
Teaching Schools Network, is de¬ 
signed to “recognise the importance 
of strong and effective school leader¬ 
ship”. 

The report, which will be discussed 
by the committee on Thursday, adds: 
“One of the primary aims of the lead¬ 
ership strategy is to ensure that fu¬ 
ture leaders in Kent are identified and 
supported. 

“To do this, it identifies training 
pathways, and support and guidance 
for leaders at all levels. 

“The strategy also aims to ensure 
that current school leaders are valued 
and supported through inspirational 
leadership conferences and events, 
and the creation of a strong and sup¬ 
portive network of school leaders 
across Kent.” 

It is not just leaders that KCC is 
struggling to recruit, however, but 
also teachers at both primary and sec¬ 
ondary level. 

Last year it emerged that the coun¬ 
cil had been looking as far as Christch¬ 
urch in New Zealand to fill vacancies 
and chiefs say they want to continue 
the council’s recruitment drive in 
Oceania, while admitting it may only 
East 


be a temporary answer to the prob¬ 
lem. 

The report adds: “We believe that 
overseas recruitment is a short term 
solution for Kent schools and acade¬ 
mies. 

“However, to assist with the nation¬ 
al shortage of teachers Kent-Teach 
[the council’s education recruitment 
website] have looked beyond national 
recruitment strategies to ensure that 
children and young people of Kent 
have high quality teachers in their 
schools. 

“Kent-Teach works in partnership 
with an education agency in Austral¬ 
ia called Point 2 Point and have nego¬ 
tiated reduced fees for Kent schools. 

“Following a successful recruit¬ 
ment week in October 2016,12 teach¬ 
ers were appointed to Kent schools. 

“Kent-Teach are currently arrang¬ 
ing Skype interviews in October with 
the aim of placing 10-15 teachers to 
start in January 2018.” 

Meanwhile, the Local Government 
Association is warning that thou¬ 
sands of children face the prospect of 
missing out on a school place over the 
coming years. 

Richard Watts, chair of the LGA’s 
children and young people board, 
said: “As the LG A has previously 
warned, the school places squeeze is 
now about to hit secondary schools. 

“More and more families will face 
growing uncertainty when trying to 
secure their child’s secondary school 
without action. 

“Councils have worked hard to help 
create almost 600,000 additional pri¬ 
mary places since 2010. This is no 
small feat. 


“However, as those children move 
on to secondary schools, the majority 
of which are now academies, securing 
new secondary places in the areas 
where they are needed is becoming 
increasingly difficult. 

“Councils are working with one 
hand behind their backs to help as 
many pupils as possible receive a 
place at their first choice school. 

“If we are to avoid this looming sec¬ 
ondary school places crisis, councils 
need to be able to force existing acad¬ 
emy schools to expand if voluntary 
agreement is impossible and must be 
given back powers to open new main¬ 
tained schools themselves.” 

A Department for Education 
spokesman said in response: “These 
figures are thoroughly misleading. 
Local authorities have a statutory 
duty to ensure that there is a school 
place available for every child. 

“We have allocated £5.8 billion of 
basic need funding between 2015 and 
2020 to enable them to do this, and 
over 735,000 additional pupil places 
were created between 2010 and 2016. 

“This money is given to councils 
based on their own estimates of the 
number of places they will need. 

“We also know that a vast majority 
of parents are securing a place for 
their child at their first choice of sec¬ 
ondary school - 83.5 per cent this 
year, with more than 94 per cent hav¬ 
ing received offers at one of their top 
three choices.” 

Kent County Council’s cabinet 
member for children, young people 
and education, Roger Gough, was 
also unavailable for comment at the 
time of going to press. 
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OPENING: The Princess of Wales at the opening of the Tunbridge Wells shopping centre in 1992. A display of the day is currently on show at the venue. 


Remembering majestic magic of 
Diana, 20 years after her death 


Tom Pyman looks back at the Kent connections with a woman whose legacy continues to live on 



T HIS week marked the 20th 
anniversary of the sudden 
death of Diana, Princess of 
Wales - “the People’s Prin¬ 
cess” who spent her school¬ 
days in the county. 

Diana was killed in a car crash in 
Paris on August 31, 1997, sparking a 
remarkable national period of mourn¬ 
ing, previously unseen in this coun¬ 
try. 

And two decades on, the impact of 
her loss and life rose to the surface 
again with a host of tributes paid on 
the anniversary. 

Thousands made the pilgrimage to 
the gates of Kensington Palace, where 
she lived with her sons William and 
Harry, to lay flowers, messages and 
pictures in her memory. 

And the impact of her passing was 
felt right here in Kent too - a county in 
which the princess was said to have 
enjoyed some of the happiest days of 
her life; long before she was catapult¬ 
ed into the global spotlight when she 
started dating Prince Charles. 

Diana spent a number of years of 
her childhood attending the inde¬ 
pendent West Heath Girls’ School in 
Sevenoaks. 

While she struggled academically, 
failing her O-levels twice, Diana’s out¬ 
standing community spirit was rec¬ 
ognised with an award from the 
school, before she left aged 16. 

She visited the school again in 
1987, arriving by helicopter, to open 
a new sports hall. During her visit she 


recalled the punishments she used to 
get for breaking the rules, which in¬ 
cluded having to run round the la¬ 
crosse pitch or weed the garden. 

But during the 1990s, pupils num¬ 
bers started to decline and the school 
went into receivership on September 
1, 1997, a day after Diana and her 
partner Dodi A1 Fayed were killed 
across the Channel. 

During that process, plaques com¬ 
memorating events such as Diana’s 
engagement, marriage and her sons’ 
births, were sold. 

Despite some initial interest from 
the Diana, Princess of Wales Memori¬ 
al Fund, it was a charity set up by the 
often controversial businessman Mo- 
hamed A1 Fayed - father of Dodi - who 
spent around £2.5 million to acquire 
it The A1 Fayed Charitable Trust 
bought it on August 14 1998, with 
The New School at West Heath open¬ 
ing a month later, before bosses re¬ 
verted back to the original name of 
West Heath School in 2015. 

It now caters for many pupils with 
emotional and social communication 
difficulties. 

In addition to her return to her 
former school, the princess was a fre¬ 
quent visitor to the county, and in 
1983, two years after marrying Prince 
Charles, returned to open the Cranmer 
House residential home in Canterbury. 

She had close ties with the city as it 
was there the Princess of Wales’ Roy¬ 
al Regiment - known as The Tigers - 
was based and she made frequent vis¬ 


its there. 

She was back in April 1989 for her 
cousin Edward Berry’s wedding to 
Joanna Leschallas at Cranbrook Par¬ 
ish Church before attending projects 
in Tunbridge Wells, as a patron of the 
children’s charity, Barnardo’s. 

Other visits including racing 
around the Buckmore Park track in 
Chatham with sons William and Har¬ 
ry - the pictures of which are still 
proudly displayed at the venue - and 
opening the Heart of Kent hospice in 
Aylesford. 

One of her most trumpeted visits to 
the county, however, was when she 
officially opened Royal Victoria Place 
in Tunbridge Wells, 25 years ago. 

The spa town’s royal association 
continued on October 21, 1992 when 
Diana took centre stage before an en¬ 
thusiastic crowd of more than 5,000 
people to open what was then Kent’s 
newest and biggest retail centre. 

To mark the anniversary, shopping 


centre bosses are remembering the 
princess and her visit with a special 
photographic display - launched last 
weekend and running all the way 
through until Sunday, October 29. 

The display features photographs 
that tell the story of the princess’ visit, 
showing her doing what she did best 
- spending time meeting the towns¬ 
folk and members of the local commu¬ 
nity. 

The commemorative marble plaque 
which was unveiled by Diana is still 
proudly displayed at the heart of the 
centre a quarter of a century on and is 
the attention of all who visit. 

When her death in 1997 was an¬ 
nounced, the plaque became a focal 
point for the town’s outpouring of 
grief with hundreds of floral tributes 
and messages being laid around it. 

Marc Burchett, marketing manag¬ 
er at the centre, said: “Her visit meant 
so much to so many people who will 
always cherish the memories of the 


moment they got to meet her. 

“That’s why we felt it was impor¬ 
tant to mark the 20th anniversary of 
her untimely death in this way.” 

Diana’s sons, princes William and 
Harry have spoken candidly about 
their mother in the run-up to the an¬ 
niversary this week, describing the 
anguish they experienced and the 
grief they still feel. 

Harry, interviewed for an ITV doc¬ 
umentary, said: “There’s not a day 
that William and I don’t wish that she 
was still around. 

“And we wonder what kind of a 
mother she would be now, and what 
kind of a public role she would have, 
and what a difference she would be 
making.” 

William added: “I think she would 
have carried on, really getting stuck 
into various causes and making 
change. 

“If you look at some of the issues she 
focused on, leprosy, Aids, landmines, 
she went for some tough areas. She 
would have carried on with that.” 

Diana was 36 when she died after 
being pursued by photographers in 
the streets of Paris. 

She had married Prince Charles in 
1981 in a wedding viewed by hun¬ 
dreds of millions around the world. 

Their marriage ran into difficulties 
soon after and by 1992 it was con¬ 
firmed the royal couple were separa- 
tating. She remained hugely popular 
and a constant source of media atten¬ 
tion right up to her death. 


12 Week ending September 3,2017 


East 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 









Energy Windgw 


at this advert 


Offers end 

16 m SEPIBIBER 
v 2017 y 


OUR SALE NOW ON! 


Established 1981 
Over 61,000 customers 


f 

Limited 


WINDOWS 
£1,512 
WINDOWS 
£1,890a, 

WINDOWS 

£ii?L 26 fl 

WINDOWS 


WINDOWS 

£1,891 

WINDOWS 


£2,364a T 

WINDOWS 

£ 2 , 836 ^ 




f £3,309a T 

All inclusive of (if ng, sinvey, guarantee & includes 
PilkingtoFi EnergJkare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which b about £3 per year, 

Tfce choice is yours! 


Our Sale Now On! 

Kent's leading double glazing manufacturer 


BEFORE 


mi 


5 Chamber Profile 
Pilklngton Optfwtilte" {outer pone) 
Argon gas fining with warm edge spacer 
RilKington K Glass'" OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 




Celebrating ever 36 years of 

beautiful Windows-Guaranteed 

0% Finance representative available 
upon request subject to status 


Pont just 
glaze if, 

Afl □njiCRS rrixkrrL 


Knight Road, Strood (opposite Mamsoos) 

01634294696 


Open 5 days a week 
Monday -Satoitlay lam- 5pm 


AS HEARD ON heart j g- fens; 


ry~\ mm 85 
Tty tovt# 

V is 


mm Bsresoasxflia 
purbeieffiaeei 

Toughened Dta: 

E@FF«aW1 


2 Raman Square. Srttingboume 
13 Lowfield Street. Oartford 

20 Higtit Street. Rochester (next to the Victoria & Bull Hotel) 


adniiuuyadwaiini Factorv awantlMl Dntish Safety Council S«tety AwaiH: Every VearSince 1984 

01795 422 877 Head offae and factories at Deacon Trading Centra, Knight Road, Strood. ® 

oi634 626 23s f www.supaglazing.coiii ■2 


Week ending September 3,2017 13 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 



























































1/2 3 - 09-2017 


A MULTICULTURAL FOOD 
FESTIVAL FOR MAIDSTONE 
MOTE PARK, 
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‘We go to war 
because words 
and common 
sense fail us’ 


In a special article penned for Kent on Sunday 
ahead of the opening of the National Theatre’s 
touring production of War Horse, the book’s 
author talks about its remarkable impact and 
how his parents met and fell in love here in Kent 


By Michael Morpurgo 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


O N September 15, War Horse be¬ 
gins an extensive UK tour, at the 
Marlowe Theatre in Canterbury. 
And thereby hangs a tale or two. 
My mother and father were act¬ 
ing in rep at The Marlowe in 1938.1 believe it 
was where they fell in love and decided to get 
married. They were young, and no doubt full 
of hope for the future. 

The Second World War was to blight their 
lives and their marriage. I grew up in a family 
scarred by war. This was, I am sure, why I 
came to write War Horse all those years ago, 
why peace and war have been at the heart of 
so many stories I have written before and 
since. 

My mother was the first to give me my love 
of stories. She read to me every night - Rud- 
yard Kipling’s Just So Stories was her favour¬ 
ite and mine. She read them with a passion, 
bringing the characters to life, playing with 
the language as she read. She acted out those 
stories to me, made bedtime a joy. I cannot 
read The Just So Stories without hearing her 
voice in my head. 

Whatever we become or whatever we 
achieve in this life, we only do it with the help 
and inspiration of others, our benefactors. My 
mother gave me my love of stories, a teacher 
or two at my school - also in Canterbury by 
the way, the same school where Kit Marlowe 
went a few years before me. 

Then there was my friend Ted Hughes who 
kept me writing when things were not going 
well; and I owe much to my own children and 
the children I taught in school, who became 
my first readers and listeners. And my wife 
Clare is always my first reader and editor, and 
who always thought War Horse was my best 
book. She was right, it seems. 

She must be, because Joey has trotted on all 
these years, in one guise or another, as a book, 
a play, in concert form, as a film. Now when I 
write another book, I am ‘the author of War 
Horse’. That I owe to the play, to the National 
Theatre, and to yet another of my benefactors, 
Tom Morris who had the crazy notion of 
adapting the book to the stage in the first place 
- more of him later. 

During an eight year run in London, this 
now iconic National Theatre play toured in 


the UK, in the US, in Europe, in Australia, Ja¬ 
pan and China, and played to over seven mil¬ 
lion people worldwide. This tour marks the 
10th anniversary of the play, which opened at 
the National Theatre on October 9, 2007. 

On September 5, 2013, Joey the War Horse, 
came back to where he was born, in the tiny 
village of Iddesleigh in deepest Devonshire. 
The town band played for him, the bunting 
was out, the flags were flying and 200 chil¬ 
dren were there along with most of the people 
of the parish and from all over Devon to wel¬ 
come him home. 

Joey loved every minute of it, tossing his 
head, rearing up and neighing, relishing the 
adoration. But I could see he was longing to 
break free to gallop over the fields where he 
grew up as a foal way back, before he was 
trained as a farm horse, before he was sold 
away to the army in 1914 as a cavalry horse, 
a War Horse. 
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PRODUCTION: Canterbury will host the 10th anniversary of War Horse which author Michael Morpurgo, pictured bottom left, has proved an enormous success around the world and been de¬ 
scribed as the “greatest anthem to peace ever performed”. It arrives at the Marlowe Theatre next month. 


The story of War Horse was first conceived in 
front of the log fire in the The Duke of York pub 
in Iddesleigh in the winter of 1980, after (or 


was it during?) a conversation with an old sol¬ 
dier from the First World War, Wilf Ellis, who 
first told me how it was to find himself as a 


young man in the trenches of Flanders. 

He spoke as if he was seeing it all again in his 
mind’s eye, as if he recalled the faces of friend 


and foe alike, the camaraderie, and the pity. 

I had read the great war poets, seen All Quiet 

Continued on page 16 


KAREN&KIM 

NTRODUCTIONS 



BEWARE THE DANGERS OF 


ONLINE DATING! 

That's why you need Karen and Kim Introductions. 


After hearing horror stories from friends about dating 
online, best friends Karen Giles and Kim Mortensen 
set up Karen and Kim Introductions to take the stress 
out of falling in love. 

Before signing up to the matchmaking service Karen 
and Kim visit every potential client in the comfort of 
their home to find out what they're looking for in a 
significant other. Not only does this offer a personal 
touch not found anywhere else in Kent, but it keeps each 
person safe and secure through an extensive vetting 
process as love-seekers dangle their feet in the dating 
pool. The pair want to ensure people are who they say 
they are with passport and utility bill checks, which is 
hard to come by in the cyber world. Gone are the days 


of misleading profile photos and made-up careers. 
"We know that without the right support, the process of 
finding a partner can be a scary experience," Karen and 
Kim say, "but we will be with you every step of the way, 
working to find the relationship you are looking for." 
The duo are looking for genuine men and ladies for 
their existing clients. 


Gentlemen! We have genuine ladies 
looking for dates, all fully vetted and 
no hidden agenda's! 

Call today for your appointment 


OPENING HOURS: Monday - Friday 8am to 5pm 


Tel: 01227 637949/ 07523 613536 | enquiries@karenandkimintroductions.co.uk 


karenandkimintroductions.co.uk 


Westenhanger Auction Galleries 

The Auction House, Station House, 
Stone Street Westenhanger 
Hythe Kent CT21 4HX 

Tel: 01303 813545 or 07779 995 117 
Email: thehogbens@btinternet.com 


ANTIQUES, COLLECTABLES, NAVY RUM 
PAINTINGS, SILVER GOLD 
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 10TH 
SALE STARTS @ 11AM 

On View Friday 10-3pm Saturday 9.30-5pm 
Sunday 9-11am 

Antiques, Collectables, Whisky wine & Port, 

Toys, Coins, Paintings, Silver & Gold 

Highlights: 

Watches by Jaeger lecoultre, Omega.Vintage Wines and Navy Rum. 
Whisky & Port, Ditchfield & Lalique glass Military items, Royal Doulton, 
Royal Worcester including Baldwyn, Lladro, Corgi & Dinky Vintage Toys, 
Marilyn Monroe Ephemera , Silver, Jewellery, Paintings & Prints 

ENTRIES NOW WANTED FOR OCTOBER AUCTION 
http://www.westenhangerauctioneers.com 


NOW OFFERING LIVE BIDDING IN EVERY AUCTION. 
MAKING SURE YOUR LOTS GO TO THE 
HIGHEST BIDDERS 
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IMPRESSIVE: The play with its remarkable staging has won a host of major awards 


Continued on page 16 

on the Western Front, Oh! What a Lovely War. 
But here was someone who had been there. 
Other old men in the village, Captain Budgett, a 
cavalryman, and Albert Weeks, told me more. 
The more I heard, the more I felt that any story 
I might want to write about this war had to be 
written not from a British perspective, not even 
from a French or German or Belgian one. It had 
to be the story of the suffering and grieving on 
all sides, military and civilian too. I needed to 
tell a story that reflected the universal pity of 
war. 

In 1982, when it was published, the book was 
liked well enough by those who read it, but sad¬ 
ly, not many did read it, and all too few bought 
it. Reviews were ‘mixed’. The publishers, Eg- 
mont, bless their hearts, kept it in print; and in 
France, Cheval de Guerre has never been out of 
print with Gallimard. The book was out to pas¬ 
ture on my backlist. 

Then one morning, some 25 years later Tom 
Morris, an associate director from the National 
Theatre rings me up saying he’d like to make a 
play of War Horse, with puppets! Absurd, I 
thought, but it’s the National Theatre, for good¬ 
ness sake. Maybe they know what they’re do¬ 
ing. Then they showed me the work of Hand¬ 
spring Puppet Company. I heard the music of 
John Tams and Adrian Sutton, saw the set de¬ 
sign of Rae Smith, read the scripts, saw the re¬ 
hearsals. Yes, they did know what they were 
doing. 

The play garnered awards by the dozen - un¬ 
like the book! And it’s now going on a tour to so 
many places from which young men left all 
those years ago to go to war, so many of them 
never to return. Their descendants will see a 
play that has been called ‘the greatest anthem 
to peace’ ever performed. 

It has been wonderful enough for all this to 
happen, but for the play to go to Berlin was tru¬ 
ly momentous, and timely too. 

It was 2014, a hundred years since German 


soldiers marched away to fight in France and 
Belgium, since British soldiers went across the 
Channel to confront them, 100 years after the 
beginning of arguably the most terrible of all 
wars, ‘the war to end all wars’, in which over 10 
million soldiers on all sides perished, and 10 
million horses too. A British play about the 
First World War was performed in Berlin by 
German actors, a play which is above all about 
our universal longing for peace and reconcilia¬ 
tion. It played in England and Germany at the 
same time. 

I have lived all my life in a post-war world, 
post both world wars, though many consider 
them to be in effect one war with a 20-year in¬ 
terruption. My childhood was lived amongst 
the ruins of bombed-out London. As I grew up I 
heard stories of pride, of heroism and cruelty, of 
grief and loss. I played war games in amongst 


the ruins, shot Germans by the hundred, until I 
began to realise that in war there is suffering 
and loss on both sides, that anger lives on 
through grief, and that it is anger that leads so 
often to the next war. 

I learned also that it is rare for war to solve 
anything, and that we go to war because words 
and common sense and human kindness and 
mutual respect have failed us. In Europe, we 
have at long last, I hope, learned this, and at a 
terrible cost. Now we argue about currency, 
and sausages, and agriculture, and fishing and 
football. The frontiers have gone. Our children 
and our grandchildren are hardly aware they 
are there. The bitterness and the anger has 
passed and we try to find common cause when¬ 
ever we can, and when we can’t, we agree to 
disagree. 

I go often to Ypres to research my stories, and 


whenever I do I make a point of visiting the war 
cemeteries. I am struck always how many Brit¬ 
ish people are there, Australians too, and Ca¬ 
nadians, and New Zealanders, but how very 
few Germans are there. Yet their fathers and 
sons, their brothers and uncles, who left their 
homes a hundred years ago died in even greater 
numbers than ours. Their boys went to war for 
much the same reasons ours did, patriotism, 
pride, for adventure, because they were told to. 
Their deaths were as terrible, the sense of loss at 
home just as grievous. Yet it would seem that 
even now, the shadow of the Hitler war does not 
allow them to remember, as we do, those who 
died in the First World War. 

The last of the old soldiers, theirs and ours, of 
the First World War, are now all gone. There 
are fewer every year who knew and loved them. 
The hurt and anger, the grieving and the guilt 
is passing. In their place is a growing respect 
between the nations, and a determination to 
forge reconciliation and understanding. If the 
play of War Horse, and the book and the film 
too, can play a small part in this new begin¬ 
ning, then I shall be a happy man. 

Siegfried Sassoon wrote in November 1918: 

Reconciliation 

When you are standing at your hero’s grave 

Or near some homeless village where he died 

Remember, through your heart’s rekindling 
pride 

The German soldiers who were loyal and 
brave. 

Men fought like brutes, and hideous things 
were done 

And you have nourished hatred, harsh and 
blind. 

But in that Golgotha perhaps you’ll find 

The mothers of the men who killed your son. 

When we played in Berlin we called War 
Horse ‘Gefahrten’ which means ‘comrades’. We 
are all comrades now. About time. 

■ Turn to page 33 for more on the War 
Horse and its upcoming string of shows 
at Canterbury’s Marlowe Theatre. 


Ad ption 


Newham Adoption Service was rated 
in their last Ofsted inspection. 


• a fast track assessment 

• a match for families from many ethnic backgrounds 
• bespoke training via Barnardo’s 
• ongoing support 
• your own dedicated social worker 
• an in-house family therapist 


For more information, contact our freephone number 


or visit www.newham.gov.uk/adoption 
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Auction Sale 

Monday 11th September 2017 



barnard 

marcus 


Attention Buy to Let Investors 
London Road, Maidstone 

A selection of 9 self-contained flats to be 
sold individually 


All flats let on ASTs to be sold on new 
125 year leases with no service charges 
for 12 months 


Prices from £65,000 

Why Buy to Let when you can Buy Already Let 



St James Road, Tunbridge Wells 


Freehold 4 floor semi-detached building 
currently arranged as four flats 

■ Two flats are tenanted and two flats 
are vacant 

Superb development potential to convert 
to family dwelling (STPP) 

Guide from £800,000+ 



For more information on these properties please call 0208 741 9990 
or visit www.barnardmarcusauctions.co.uk 


*Guide Prices must not be relied upon as a valuation or assessment of value of the property. But are intended to provide an indication of the region at which the reserve may be set at the time of going to press. The guide 
price may be subject to variation and interested parties are advised to make regular checks and should be aware that the reserve price may be either below or above the quoted guide price. 
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Proudly 
supported by 


Registered 


Muddyl 


20^7 


Saturday 30 September 

Hever Castle, Kent, TN8 7NG 

Sign up today at 

battersea.org.uk/MuddyDog 
OQ@ #MuddyDog 


A fun, muddy 
obstacle race 
whether you 
have two or 
four legs 


(CD) FUNDRAISING 

VT'V REGULATOR 


Registered charity No. 206394 
) Battersea Dogs & Cats Home 2017 
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Tram tragedy 
which killed 11, 
remembered 

A special service was held to mark the centenary 
of the River tram crash this week, an horrific 
incident during war time which left 11 dead and 
60 people injured. Chris Murphy looks back 


T HAS been 100 years since a tram acci¬ 
dent left 11 people dead and 60 injured 
after an overcrowded trams overturned 
near Dover. 

And this week the anniversary was 
marked with a special memorial service in the 
town. 

During it, the family of the driver of the 
tram, Albert Bissenden, laid flowers to remem¬ 
ber those who lost their lives. 

Local historian Lorraine Sencicle told us: 
“Dover is a treasure-trove of history, locally, 
nationally and internationally. 

“For over 20 years I have written many 
books and stories on the subject. 

“Out of this treasure-trove some stories 
stand out and the Crabble tram accident is one. 

“It happened in the afternoon of Sunday, 
August 19, 1917 when a grossly overcrowded, 
roofless, double-decker tram overturned at the 
bottom of the chicane of Crabble Road, 

River, hitting the north parapet of 
the bridge that crosses the Riv- * 
er Dour. It was, nationally, Jg 
the worst tram accident on 
record with 11 dead and 
60 injured, many of them 
seriously. 

“The accident was 
waiting to happen ac¬ 
cording to the Board of 
Trade inquiry. Howev¬ 
er, because it was dur¬ 
ing the First World War, 
with heavier casualties 
being reported from the *9 
Western Front, the details i 
of the accident were not re¬ 
ported in detail. 

“The consequence is that 
since that time there have been 


numerous articles and media docu¬ 
mentaries, most of which are factually 
incorrect and fail to appreciate where the 
blame really lays. As an academic researcher 
and local historian, it became a mission to find 
out the truth, which confirmed the results of 
the Board of Trade inquiry and to tell the true 
story for posterity.” 

An exhibition was recently held at Crabble 
Corn Mill about the disaster. 

It was particularly poignant with the at¬ 
tendance of nine members of the Bissenden 
family coming from all over England for the 
event and included Albert Bissenden’s grand¬ 
sons David and Alan. 

Following the exhibition presentation they 
went to the scene of the tragedy where beneath 
the Dover Society plaque a short but moving 
speech given by David Bissenden. The two 
brothers then laid a bouquet in memory of 
those killed and injured that day 100 years 
ago. 

Electricity first appeared in Dover in 1894 
and at a cost of £28,000 the first tramway 

kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


opened on September 6,1897 - it was a double- 
decker with open top. 

Later, at Crabble, the Board of Trade de¬ 
manded some slight changes to plans because 
of steep hills and a sharp curve. It was thought 
these small modifications were enough to 
make the line safe, but they fell short. 

Ms Sencicle said the route was passed on 
September 28, 1905, by Colonel Sir John Wal¬ 
lace Pringle, chief inspecting officer of the 
Railways Inspectorate of the Ministry of 
Transport. 

The Dover and River Light Railway Order 
1903 was granted on October 12 that year. 

Crabble Road is steep, one in ten with a 135 
degree bend before the track passed under the 
low bridge before another sharp turn. Another 
Board of Trade inspection recommended the 
curves should be increased in radius and the 
gradient modified. 

This was not done, possibly due to the 
£21,000 cost, she said. 

With the start of the Great 
War, many experienced tram 
| drivers went to fight with 
novices taking over. 

The driver of the No 20 
tram on the fateful after¬ 
noon was one such re¬ 
cruit, Albert James Bis¬ 
senden, who had been 
discharged from the 
' army in February follow¬ 
ing a nervous breakdown. 
Having never driven a 
■ j tram before, the accident 
JJ happened just five weeks af- 
W/ ter he started. 

V On the day, the tram was 
overcrowded and some passen¬ 
gers were being left at stops. There 
were seats for 48 but at least 70 were 
aboard. 

Ms Sencicle said: “On reaching the brow of 
Crabble Hill, before traversing Crabble Road, it 
was usual for drivers to stop and turn the con¬ 
trol key to the off position in order to cut the 
power supply. This automatically slowed the 
trams down and because the main brakes 
were rheostatic - electrical braking using a 
load resistance - they could only be applied if 
the power was cut off. 

“For whatever reason that Sunday, on that 
run, Bissenden did not stop and turn off the 
control key. This meant that the tram was on 
full power from the top of the incline.” 

Several braking systems failed to slow the 
tram as it was still under power and the crash 
became inevitable at the sharp turn. 

Before the tram hit the Dour bridge wall, Bis¬ 
senden had jumped free. 

Ms Sencicle said: “The tram overturned at 
the bottom of the second bend on Crabble Road 
and the upper deck smashed into the wall. 
Eleven people were killed and 51 civilians plus 
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Tram Crash 

19 th August 1917 

IK COMMEMORATION 
OP THE 1] PEOPLE 
WHO LOST THEIR 
LIVES AND THE 
61 INJURED AT 
THIS SPOT . 
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nine military personnel were injured.” 

Police, locals and even passengers from a 
passing train that stopped, all helped with the 
tragedy, administering first aid the best they 
could. 

The most severely injured were taken to the 
Royal Victoria Hospital in the High Street on a 
commandeered tram. Two died on the way. 

The military personnel were later taken to 
the Military Hospital on Western Heights. 

Six passengers died instantly with the Mar¬ 
ket Hall being used as a mortuary. A soldier 
died the next day at his Belgravia home from 
the fractured skull he sustained. 

Trooper Gunner had tried to slow the tram 
with his feet grinding against the road surface. 
He failed, but also lost both feet and was later 
awarded the Albert Medal. 

An inquest jury later decided: “We find that 
the accident was caused by an error of judge¬ 
ment on the part of the driver, who, we con¬ 
sider, was too inexperienced.” 

The official verdict was that “the deaths 
were caused by the tram-car running away 
and overturning, and that the accident was 
caused through by the error of judgement and 
inexperience of the driver of the car, and that 
the deceased’s met their deaths through mis¬ 
adventure.” 

Once more, improvements were ordered, but 
a lack of cash meant they didn’t happen. 

In 1923, another tram, with just a handful 
of riders, ran down the hill out of control 
thanks to a mechanical failure. One passenger 
jumped and was seriously hurt, but the tram 
didn’t crash this time. 

In 1937, buses finally replaced the tramline. 

Dover’s last tram was driven by Bissenden, 
who later trained as a carpenter, moved to Da¬ 
genham and died in 1953. 


FAULT: The blame was placed on the young 
and inexperienced driver - members of his 
family visited the town to remember him and the 
victims this week 


AUTUMN 


BREAK 

£211 

COACH BREAK TO SCOTLAND 

LOCH ACHRAY HOTEL 


LOCH LOMOND NATIONAL PARK mm®®® 

WEDNESDAY 11 th 

OCTOBER 


A 5 day break staying at our Loch 
Achray Hotel. There will be an 
excursion everyday including 
Edinburgh, visit to Scotland’s 
oldest distillery Glenturret, cruise 
on Loch Lomond & Inversnaid. 

TOUR INCLUDES _ 

4 nights half board. Nightly entertainment. 

Excursions. 

PICKUP FROM _ 

Gillingham, Chatham, Rochester, Strood, Gravesend, 
Northfleet, Dartford, Birchanger Services 

L0CHS.C0M 
01389 713713 
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Triennial's magic to pull in 
crowds for town's evolution 


Hugely anticipated, and a real boost to 
the economy, Folkestone gets arty again 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


T HOUSANDS are set to de¬ 
scend on Folkestone over 
the next two months as the 
seaside town’s much-antic¬ 
ipated Triennial kicks off 
this weekend. 

Held every three years, it is de¬ 
scribed as the flagship project of the 
Creative Foundation, an independent 
visionary arts charity which works to 
help regenerate the area through cre¬ 
ative activity. 

Running all the way through until 
November 5, it invites artists to en¬ 
gage with Folkestone’s rich cultural 
history and built environment, and 
to exhibit newly-commissioned work 
in public spaces around the town. 

Around 20 major artworks are 
commissioned for each Triennial, 
with eight or 10 remaining in place 
permanently. 

Among the artists involved is An¬ 
tony Gormley, whose Another Time 
series includes two sculptures by the 
Folkestone sea, as well as one near 


the Turner Contemporary gallery in 
Margate. 

The cast-iron figures “celebrate the 
still and silent nature of sculpture... 
within the flow of lived time” and will 
be completely submerged by water at 
high tide. 

Richard Woods’ Holiday Home has 
already got people talking in recent 
days after his creations appeared in 
the town. 

The piece consists of six one-third 
size ‘homes’ identical except in their 
colours and sited in ‘unlikely’ places. 

They are said to draw attention to 
the housing crisis and satirically sug¬ 
gests that no site is too small, too un¬ 
likely, or too inconvenient for its 
neighbours, for a second home. 

Also featuring is Halfway to Heav¬ 
en, an audio installation by composer 
Emily Peasgood who has researched 
the history of the Baptist burial 
ground, and Marc Schmitz and 
Dolgor Ser-Od’s Siren, which ampli¬ 
fies distant sound, but also ‘speaks 
back’ by becoming a megaphone - 
gathering the noise of the waves like a 
sea shell and recalling the Harbour 
Arm lighthouse fog horn. 
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HOUSING : Richard Woods’ Holiday Home consists of small houses 


Lewis Biggs, curator of Folkestone 
Triennial, said: “We are delighted to 
be bringing 20 new site-specific 
works to Folkestone as part of the 
2017 Triennial - titled Double Edge. 

“It has been a pleasure to work 
with such an inspiring group of art¬ 
ists, all of whom have created 
thought-provoking work that is root¬ 
ed in the history and fabric of the 
town but explores universal issues. 

“We hope that the artworks will 
excite and engage a wide variety of 
audiences over the next nine weeks 
and in some cases for many years to 
come.” 



BEACH : The Jelly Mould Pavilion 



STATUE : Antony Gormley’s cast 
iron figures are part of a wider work 
spreading across the UK 



9th & 10th Sept 
10am to 4pm 

QUEX PARK ESTATE, BIRCHINGTON, 

KENT CT7 OBH 






Supporting 

Ufll Surrey S<n«« 


Air Ambulance 

AlJwity Itufl limlJcn. 


01843 842762 * 07966 225217 


■ OUTDOOR KIDS’ 
PLAY AREA 

■ CRAFT VILLAGE 
l BEER TENT 

> BBQ 

www.midasleisure.co.uk 
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PLACES : Keep an eye out for some work in 
some very unusual places - such as up this 
lamppost 



TIDES: Gormley’s figures are submerged at high tide and then 
only revealed again when the water withdraws 


FASCINATING: Halfway to Heaven consists of audio boxes discussing 
those who lived and died in the town 




LOOK: All pieces are commissioned by the Creative Foundation BIG : Marc Schmitz and Dolgor Ser-Od’s Siren will be a popular attraction 
for Folkestone Triennial 2017. All images by Thierry Bal 



At The Lookers Mercedes-Benz 

Directors Event 


To book your place now call: 0330 0172 909 


Lookers pic 

Mercedes-Benz of Ashford Monument Way, Orbital Park, Ashford, Kent, TN24 0HB 
Mercedes-Benz of Brighton Victoria Road, Portslade, Brighton BN41 1DY 
Mercedes-Benz of Gatwick 78 Gatwick Road, Crawley, West Sussex, RH10 9AW 
Mercedes-Benz of Eastbourne Eastbourne Road, Westham, Eastbourne BN24 5NH 


Mercedes-Benz of Maidstone Bircholt Road, Parkwood, Maidstone, Kent, ME15 9YN 
Mercedes-Benz of Tonbridge Vale Rise, Tonbridge, Kent, TN9 1TB 
Mercedes-Benz of Canterbury A28 Mill Road, Canterbury, Kent, CT2 0AD 

0330 0172 909 

www.lookers.co.uk/mercedes-benz 


Event offers only apply to negotiation and sales made at the time of and during the event period of 08th September tc 


:h September and registered by 30 September 201 7. Images for illustration purposes only. 
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TRANSFORMERS 


(SUN 4 
ONLY) 


MARSHALL 

Memos 


THE BIG ACTION PACKED FAMILY SHOW 


SAT/SUN 
2ND & 3RD 


[NIllTI 
USA S' 
TODl 


SEP 


1ESSE 


• j ■>. ■<- 
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HUNDREDS^ 
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SAVE MONEY BOOK ONLINE - TICKETS ALSO AVAILABLE ON THE BAY 

www.truckfest.co.uk 
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ENSINGTON 



BIG BLUE CROSS SALE 


AN EXTRA 


CJUtMN tuANflUAf 


Of \ o / ABSOLUTELY 

AV of® everything 

All garden, cane & conservatory furniture and all BBQ’s 


Granada 6 Chair Dining Set 
with Seat Pads 

RRP £799 

Sale £399 

BLUE CROSS PRICE 



Kensington 

5 Piece Lounge Set, 

2 Seater Sofa, 2 Armchairs, 

1 Ottoman, all with cushions, 
plus 1 glass top table 

RRP £999 

Sale £599 

Brown only 


BLUE CROSS PRICE 

£479 


Manhatten Bistro Set 

2 bistro chairs with 
seat pads. 

1 low bistro table 

RRP £399 

Sale £299 

Available in pebble or slate 



Madrid 4 Piece Woven Sofa Set 
Complete with i 

Cushions 


Kensington 

3.65 x 4.3m 
Polycarbonate 
Garden Room 

RRP £1999 

Sale £1599 

Alexandra 
Rose Acacia 
4’ or 5’ Benches 



BLUE CROSS PRICE 

£1279 


RRP £1399 

Sale £699 




RRP £199 

Sale £99 


BLUE CROSS PRICE 

£79 


*On stock items only 


Kensington Garden Furniture, Birchwood Garden Centre 


ENSINGTON--' 


(next to Premier Inn on old A20) London Road, Swanley Kent BR8 7QD 
Tel: 01322 613052 • birchwood@regattafurniture.co.uk 

All offers correct at time of going to press and subject to availably. E&OE 
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La Villetta 

Restaurant 


An independent A la carte Italian restaurant in the heart of Maidstone 

Wine pairing night & live music throughout the year 


8 Pudding Lane, Maidstone, ME14 1LN 
www. lavi I letta. co. u k 


01622 673 759 
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Look who came back to visit 
scenes of his TV triumphs 


Only Fools and Horses’ trip to Margate remains one of the best-loved episodes, 
while Darling Buds of May remains perfick for many Now David Jason returns 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


H E is one of our best loved 
actors, with a career 
which has spanned half 
a century. And in a spe¬ 
cial programme looking 
back at his remarkable life, Sir David 
Jason has revisted parts of Kent where 
he filmed some of his most memorable 
scenes. 

Best known as wheeler-dealer 
Derek ‘Del Boy’ Trotter in the long- 
running comedy Only Fools and 
Horses, he also enjoyed huge success 
in the TV adaptation of Kentish clas¬ 
sic, HE Bates’ the Darling Buds of May. 

And both series featured the coun¬ 
ty, prompting the star, now 77, to 
make a return for a series of shows for 
David Jason: My Life On Screen for the 
channel Gold. 

On December 25 1989, the Jolly 
Boys’ Outing Christmas special of 
Only Fools hit the screens which saw 
Del and his mates from the Nag’s Head 
take a coach trip beano to Margate. 
Memorable for its string of classic 


scenes - including the stop-off at what 
was once the Roman Galley pub on 
the Thanet Way near Reculver where 
the coach driver has one too many 
drinks and the cast’s fun and frolics 
both at Dreamland, then known as 
Bembom Brothers, and on the main 
sands - there was also filming at 
Dumpton Market, the police station at 
Broadstairs, homes at Cliftonville and 
the old aquarium in Cliftonville where 
the coach exploded. 

On a visit back to Margate, by 
coach, Sir David said: “Del Boy Trotter 
would become the defining role in my 
career. It would make me a household 
name and pick up some big awards. 

“This was one of my happiest times 
of my whole career - working with a 
close-knit cast and crew who became 
like a second family to me. 

“And if one episode summed up that 
wonderful team spirit, it was the 1989 
Christmas special.” 

He made the trip with the director 
and actor John Challis who played 
used car dealer Boycie. 

Added Sir David: “What a special 
time this was in all our careers. 

“Our trip to Margate was typical of 


a Fools and Horses shoot. We had as 
much fun off-screen as on it.” 

Filmed back in February of this 
year, the stars of the show posed out¬ 
side the Only Fools and Horses graffiti 
hoarding outside Dreamland which 
remembers the famous episode. 

Sir David said: “It’s nice to see we 
have not been forgotten. We’ve made 
it - we are on the hoarding of Mar¬ 
gate.” 

On the show’s shaky start with the 
ratings, the trio recalled it was a tech¬ 
nicians’ strike at the time that made 
the BBC put it on again as a repeat, 
and this time, viewing figures shot up 
by two million as word of mouth 
about the strange new comedy spread 
in a time long before the internet and 
social media. 

It went on to enjoy a booming fu¬ 
ture with the original half-hour epi¬ 
sodes expanding in size to 50 minutes 
and the characters becoming far 
more in-depth as a result - endearing 
them further to the viewing public. 

By the time of the Jolly Boys’ Out¬ 
ing, more than 20 million watched 
the show, and the episode which saw 
the Trotters finally become million¬ 


aires pulled in a remarkable 24.3 mil¬ 
lion viewers. 

Explains Sir David: “There were 
millions of wannabe entrepreneurs 
all with plans to get rich quick. Del 
Boy just seemed to capture the mo¬ 
ment. 

“After two decades on television, it 
brought me a level of fame and recog¬ 
nition way beyond anything I have 
ever expected. 

“I knew this was different - it had 
real people with real lives. People 
could relate it to their own lives.” 

In 1991, Sir David took on the role 
of Pop Larkin in The Darling Buds of 
May, a Sunday evening comedy dra¬ 
ma on ITV. Filmed in and around 
Pluckley, near Ashford, it ran for two 
years and 20 episodes and was anoth¬ 
er huge success. 

Speaking about his time on the 
show, Sir David said: “On ITV I took 
on a very different character, but one 
the British public would take to their 
hearts 

“The Kent countryside provided the 
idyllic setting for this exciting new ad¬ 
venture. 

“It is still a beautiful part of Eng¬ 



land, it really is. 

“Among our wonderful cast was a 
then unknown Catherine Zeta Jones. 

“The series provided viewers with a 
perfect escape from modern life bring¬ 
ing families together on a Sunday 
night in front of the telly.” 

Visiting once again the farm used 
in filming, the actor realised it was 
now being used for something com¬ 
pletely different, and proudly took 



FRENCH 

PROPERTY 

EXHIBITION 


SPONSORED BY 


Olympia London 

16-17 September 2017 

10am - 5pm 


Browse from hundreds of properties 
for sale throughout all regions of 
France 

Attend the free and informative 
seminar programme covering all 
aspects of buying in and moving to 
France 

Get free advice from the legal, 
financial, tax and currency experts 


Register for 

FREE TICKETS 

at www.frenchpropertyexhibition.com 
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POP: Sir David Jason outside the farm in Pluckley used for the filming of the Darling Buds of May in the early 1990s, 
and, right, with co-stars Buster Merryfield and Nicholas Lyndhurst in Margate for 1989’s classic Jolly Boys’ Outing in 
Only Fools and Horses. 


some credit in that happening. 

He said: When we filmed here, it 
was a real life working farm. It looks 
like it has been converted in to holiday 
homes. I suspect we might have had 
something to do with that. 

“It has changed very dramatically. 


When we were working here with all 
the props and everything, it was real¬ 
ly scruffy, but then of course it was 
meant to be scruffy because that was 
how the Larkins lived. 

“In fact the only thing that wasn’t 
scruffy about the Larkins was their 


car and that old Roller still looks in 
great condition.” 

Before taking Ma Larkin’s actress 
Pam Ferris for one last ride in the 
bright yellow Rolls Royce on the docu¬ 
mentary, Sir David said: “It is a won¬ 
derful piece of kit - still here and still 



working.” 

Pam Ferris, who has since enjoyed a 
hugely successful career herself in¬ 
cluding roles in a Harry Potter movie, 
Luther, Call the Midwife and Rose¬ 
mary and Thyme, lives in Eltham, 
close to Dover. 

Sir David added: “Darling Buds was 
a fantastic time in my life, but after 
three series, I was ready for a new 
challenge. It had brought a colourful 
slice of escapism to Britain.” 

TV channel Gold, which is also cur¬ 
rently airing a series of documenta¬ 
ries looking at the success of Only 
Fools and Horses, broadcast the Sir 
David documentary for the first time 


last weekend. 

The actor said: “As my life on screen 
has now gathered variety and quan¬ 
tity, I am hoping that I can offer a 
documentary which gives the audi¬ 
ence an accurate range of my work. 
Fingers crossed, it should make for an 
enjoyable programme to reflect the 
enjoyment I’ve had in making each 
and every show.” 

It also looks at his voiceover work 
for children’s hits such as Danger- 
mouse and The Wind in the Willows 
as well as his many other starring 
roles in the likes of Open All Hours, 
Porterhouse Blue, Do Not Adjust Your 
Set and Porterhouse Blue. 



FSni.MONT 4 

WOODFES 


& COUNTRY FAIR 


Saturday Mi Sunday LQth Snspse tnbcj- aqij 
t - jpm | 


Concessions £8 
Children under 16 Free! 


CHOOSE A CAMPUS TO SUIT YOU 

Bromey | Bexley | Greenwich | Orpington 


f 


LONDON w i 
SOUTH EAST 
COLLEGES 


WE HAVE OVER 300 
CAREER-FOCUSED 
COURSES TO 

FROM. 


Traditional woodland crafts such as 
hurdle making, spoon carving and 
pole-lathe turning, chainsaw carving, 
stationary steam engines, vintage tractors, 
working horses, bushcraft demonstrations, 
falconry displays, ferret racing, fun dog 
show (Sunday only) crafts, ‘have a go’ 
archery, live music, local food and more. 


www.belmont-house.org 

01795 890 202 

J j Faversham, Kent ME13 oFLFi ^0 
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Do you need shelter from the 
rain or shade from the sun? 

VERANDAS, AWNINGS & CARPORTS FROM SBI Ltd 


SBI Ltd SUPPLY AND INSTALL A RANGE OF CANOPIES THAT HAVE BEEN DESIGNED 
SPECIFICALLY TO ADD STYLE AND PRACTICALITY TO YOUR HOME. 

Durable and attractive aluminium structures are available with a range of glazing or fabric covers, allowing you to 
choose the perfect structure for your setting and budget. SBI’s bespoke ranges of canopies have the option of 
lighting and heating. You can add drop down or pull out screens to your canopy or awning to enclose it. 

SBI Ltd established 1998 - Over 1000 satisfied customers - Members of the BBSA 


DOES YOUR 
CONSERVATORY OR 
GLASS ROOM OVER 
HEAT IN THE SUN? 

SBI’s range of external 
conservatory screens will 
reduce heat, glare and 
harmful UV rays. 


CALL NOW 0800 0742 721 www.sbiproductsltd.co.uk 
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HOMES & GARDENS 


Prepare for success when 
it comes to wood painting 


F ILLING, sanding, cleaning 
- it might be boring work, 
but thorough prep is 
essential for a fabulous 
finish when it comes to 
painting woodwork. 

One of the basic rules of DIY is 
prep, prep and more prep - thorough 
preparation is vital to get a good 
finish. It’s often boring, hard work 
and time consuming, especially with 
woodwork, but worth it. 

Before you paint, prep typically 
involves filling, sanding and 
cleaning off, and sometimes 
repeating the process until the 
surface is in tip-top condition. It’s 
often easier to see what needs to be 
filled after applying a coat of paint, 
so it’s not always possible to do all 
the prep in one go. For walls and 
ceilings, different fillers are needed 
for different jobs. Other times, you’ll 
need a heavy filler with body that 
can be used on different surfaces 
- indoor plaster, stone, concrete and 
wood - up to 20mm deep. 

Priming is also key to getting a 
good, long-lasting finish. 


Applying a primer or primer/ 
undercoat ensures your topcoat will 
adhere to the surface better. For 
example, shiny surfaces usually 
have to be sanded, cleaned off and 
painted with a suitable primer to 
make the surface matt. 

Priming can also seal surfaces 
and make them less porous; new 
plaster is really absorbent, so always 
seal it before painting, wallpapering 
or tiling it. 

Another reason to prime is to 
provide better coverage. If you’re 
painting over a dark emulsion with 
a pale one, it pays to use a basecoat 
emulsion first. Getting solid colour 
with white water-based wood paints 
is a problem because they don’t 
generally cover well, but a good 
primer will. 

You won’t get a good finish 
without using decent paint rollers 
and brushes.There’s nothing worse 
than ones that shed fibres and 
bristles, or leave lots of roller and 
brush marks, and for this reason, 
cheap rollers and brushes can be a 
false economy. 



Worklights can also help achieve a 
good finish, especially now it’s 
getting dark earlier. 

While you should ideally prep and 
decorate in good natural light, work- 
lights are fantastic for illuminating a 
room when it’s gloomy, and because 


they’re on a tripod, they’re fully 
adjustable, so you can get light 
where you need it. The downside? 
Worklights can show up things you 
can’t see in natural or normal 
artificial light, resulting in unneces¬ 
sary prep; angling the light away 



from what you’re working on works 
best. 

The best way to get a good finish 
with wooden or laminate flooring is 
to remove skirting boards and 
replace them (or fit new ones), so 
they cover the expansion gap 
around the edge of the flooring. If 
this isn’t practical, fit matching 
wooden scotia beading over the 
expansion gap. The easiest way to fix 
it is with a nail gun, which is much 
quicker and easier than hammering 
in panel pins. 


4r 


ADL 


Academy for 

Distance Learning 



Gardening Life 

Promo Code for 10% off KOSIO 


Wouldn't It be great if theire was an easy way to become a Iwden e; 


You can If you study one of our popular recognised HorticuInJnLf Cour&i 

Crop^ | General Hortieullure | Herbs | Horne Gardens | Hydroponrldjtj Nu 
& PropagaElon Permaculture | Plant Varieties | L 2 & 13^ Trees ' %rf 


Study at your own pace, in your own garden 
quafifted tutor. 


STUDY ANYTIME ANYWHERE 


Tel: 01227 789649 
www.adlonlinecourses.com 


IfKHLF Utf Register oF Learning Prater * lOdilHS ^ 

fteglrtwa In England Q711601S 

ADL - Acid?rfiy Tot DiUar** Learning ' 10 Lnvvrr £ridgn SPetL C*ht*rtanY 
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Alkhamvalley 


GARDEN CENTRE 


^SlQ^ol 


WML 


We stock a wide range of garden products 

• Plants, shrubs, seeds & pots with on-site plant experts 
• Garden essentials - tools, weed & feed, compost, landscape materials, 
ornaments, statues & stoneware, gifts 

► Garden leisure goods, water features, selected bird foods - FAT BALLS £1.00 
• New range of fine foods - Plus a fantastic tearoom! 



Make the most 
of your garden 

ALKHAM VALLEY GARDEN CENTRE 
ALKHAM VALLEY ROAD, ALKHAM, DOVER, KENT CT15 7EW 

T: 01303 893351 
www.alkhamvalley.com 
G Alkham Valley Garden Centre & Tea Room 
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THINNER’S A WINNER IN WORKTOPS 

J1qmU& MilLheti ejyoicuMA the, O^ma® a diuwiincj, new* I&qJz. .. 


O rigina® is the fancy-sounding name 
TREND Transformations applies 

to its kitchen worktop and bathroom 
surfaces. It’s beautiful, tough, durable 
and much thinner than other materials 
like granite, marble, engineered stone or 
solid synthetics, but equals or exceeds 
them in technical performance terms. To 
prove it, TREND Transformations offers an 
unrivalled lifetime material warranty. So, 
with the millionth Origina® already installed 
worldwide, what makes this distinctive 
material a winner in the kitchen and 
bathroom? 

LIGHTWEIGHT 

Agglomerate is at least two-thirds 
lighter than other materials, so needs 
less reinforcement and can be installed 
vertically and horizontally. 

SLIMLINE - produced and fully sealed 
only a quarter of an inch thick, it fits right 
on top of existing surfaces without adding 
depth or substance. 


TOUGHER - the slimline profile doesn’t 
compromise strength and, unlike granite 
slab, Origina® survives the dropped 
bowling ball test without breaking. 
LASTING - TREND Transformations’ 
Origina® retains its luxurious good looks 
for so long, it is guaranteed against a 
lifetime of wear and tear. 

EASYCARE - unlike granite, marble and 
engineered stone, which need regular 
sealing and maintenance, Origina® just 
requires a wipe over with a damp cloth. 
RESISTANT - Origina® is certificated to 
be highly resistant to liquids, chemicals, 
scratches, impact and burns and is harder 
than natural materials. 

GREENER - made using a high 
percentage of recycled content like post¬ 
consumer glass and recovered granite and 
quartz, Origina® is green by design. 


AFFORDABLE - Origina® is fitted over 
existing worktops and other surfaces, 
making it cheaper, easier and less 
disruptive to install, with less waste. 
VERSATILE - fit it on top of worktops, 
vanities or wash stands, on floors, 
stairways and pool surrounds, as 
splashbacks, shower liners and panels. 
BEAUTIFUL - made with Italian granite, 
quartz or recycled glass, it’s beautiful in 
black, refined in earthen tones, brilliant 
in white and bold in primary colours. But 
perhaps the biggest appeal of TREND 
Transformations Origina® is that it will be 
measured-up, made off-site and installed 
by our factory in Tunbridge Wells. What’s 
more, the expert, factory-trained fitters 
ensure a consistently high standard of 
workmanship and provide final proof that 
thinner’s a winner. 
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To talk your ideas through with an interior design consultant, visit your nearest TREND Transformations showroom. 

TREND Transformations 

Find our main showroom inside Nottcutts Garden Centre at Newnham Court Shopping Village,Bearsted Road Maidstone ME14 5LH 
Or, see our display inside Wyevale Garden Centre, Stour Business Park, Ashford Road, near Canterbury CT4 7HF 

01622 469541 



Find us online at: trend-transformations.co.uk/maidstone 
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FLY SAIL COACH RAIL Your t cket to the world 








DREAM DESTINATIONS ACROSS THE WORLD 

SHORT BREAK GETAWAYS, DAY TRIP ESCAPES & LUXURY CRUISES 


<V ^ 


www.crosskeystravel.co.uk | 01303 27 26 25 

101 Sandgate Road, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2BQ 

Open Mon-Sat, 9am 15 pm 
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HOMES & GARDENS 


Plant 

when 

S UMMER may be coming to a 
close, but there’s little time to 
put your feet up as it’s almost 
time to begin planting your 
spring bulbs. 

Christine Skelmersdale, managing di¬ 
rector of Broadleigh Gardens, which 
specialises in smaller bulbs, offers the 
following advice. 

Watch your planting depth: “Tradi¬ 
tionally people were told to plant bulbs 
twice as deep as the height of the bulb 
itself, but that is rubbish. Bulbs should 
be planted 4-6 inches deep. Put them 
into a sensible, deep hole away from the 
vagaries of heat and cold and wet and 
dry.” 

Check your soil: “Make sure the soil’s 
not waterlogged. If you plant tulips in 
light soil, they should go deeper than the 
conventional depth. I have to plant mine 
the week before Christmas because I am 
so busy, but it doesn’t make any differ¬ 
ence. They’ll still bloom at the same time 
in spring.” 

Care for your containers: “Don’t use 
multi-purpose compost, which has the 
consistency of peat, when planting 
bulbs in pots. Use a large pot and fill it 
with loam-based compost, as multi-pur- 


now to reap benefits 
spring finally dawns 


pose tends to dry out. Ensure the pot has 
good drainage so the bulbs don’t rot. 

Try some new varieties: Christine rec¬ 
ommends a tiny daffodil, called ‘Snowy 
Baby’. It’s a pale milky colour with a tiny 
dwarf trumpet and grows to around six 
inches high. Plant it in the front of a bor¬ 
der or in a raised bed or rock garden. 

Plant in autumn and it will flower in 
March. 

Multiflora are a new breed of long- 
lasting tulip with up to six heads per 
stem, growing to around 16 inches and 
flowering in April. Some change colour 
dramatically as they age. 

Chameleon tulips, which change col¬ 
our over time, are particularly unusual. 

Try varieties such as ‘Antoinette’, which 
opens soft yellow before the petals be¬ 
come edged with an orange tinge which 
gradually deepens and spreads over 
most of the petal. 

Other new bulbs include Ranunculus 
‘Mirabelle Vert Mix’, a striking double 
variety in a range of vivid colours with 
emerald green centres and Anemone 
‘Mistral Tigre’, a stunning deep pink 
and green tinged anemone with shades 
of white and a deep purple middle flow- PLANNING : Time well spent now will deliver results but follow the guide here to ensure your bulbs have the 

ering from March to May. ’ best chance of blooming early next year. 




Telephone: 01233 690270 07775 925589 
info@gmconstructionkent.co.uk 
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HIT: The production has proved a huge success around the world with a host of major awards 
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The National Theatre’s production starts anniversary tour at Marlowe Theatre 


» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 


Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


I T has already set a box office 
record for Canterbury’s Mar¬ 
lowe Theatre and the excite¬ 
ment for the opening stint of 
the National Theatre’s hugely 
acclaimed production of War Horse 
is now reaching fever pitch. 

The production team this week 
started setting up in the audito¬ 
rium for three weeks of rehearsals 
ahead of the show’s one month run 
at the venue. 

When tickets for the stage 
version of former Kent school 
teacher Michael Morpurgo’s book 
- which runs from September 15 to 
October 14 - went on sale back in 
January, a staggering 2,500 were 
snapped up in one day alone. 

And the box office clout of the 
show should not be under-estimated. 

Based on Morpurgo’s book, War 
Horse is a remarkable story of 
courage, loyalty, and friendship 


about a young boy called Albert 
and his horse Joey. Set against the 
backdrop of the First World War, 
and featuring ground-breaking 
puppetry work by South Africa’s 
Handspring Puppet Company, it is 
the most successful play in the 
National Theatre’s history. 

War Horse received its world 
premiere on October 9, 2007 at the 
National Theatre, London, where it 
played for two seasons before 
opening at the New London 
Theatre in March 2009. Since 
then, it has been seen by more than 
seven million people worldwide 
(including a Chinese language 
production), and won 25 awards, 
including the Tony Award for Best 
Play on Broadway. 

All of which means it is an 
additional honour for the Canter¬ 
bury theatre to be hosting the 
show for its tenth anniversary tour. 


Theatre director Mark Everett, 
who oversaw the theatre’s 
multi-million pound rebuild which 
allowed it to be able to stage such 
lavish productions, says the 
excitement is palpable, adding it 
was a “great honour” to be chosen 
to launch the tour. 

He explained: “There’s an excited 
buzz around the theatre now the 
National have finally arrived. And 
as it’s such a big production, there’s 
a lot of people and activity as well.” 

There are still some tickets 
available for some nights of the 
show’s remarkable run - but be 
quick they are far and few between. 

As Morpurgo explains in a 
special article penned for Kent on 
Sunday this weekend (see pages 
14-16), the Canterbury venue 
holds a special place in his heart. 

“My mother and father were 
acting in rep at The Marlowe in 


1938.1 believe it was where they 
fell in love and decided to get 
married.” 

Certainly War Horse has proved 
a slowburner of a success story. 

“War Horse was my sixth book, 
published in 1982,” the author 
explains. “It sold about 2,000 
copies a year. That was the 
maximum. The book was discov¬ 
ered 21 years later, by accident. I 
was on Desert Island Discs on 
Radio 4 in 2003 and one of the 
listeners was the mother of the 
artistic director at the National 
Theatre. Two years later the play 
comes out, and it is a huge hit. 
Then the film. Now the book has 
sold over one million copies.” 

If you’re lucky enough to have a 
ticket already, be prepared for a 
treat. Limited numbers are still 
available at marlowetheatre.com, 
or call 01227 787787. 
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mydate24 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Place your advert call: 

0844 381 5289 

follow the simple instructions. You will 

also get £10 SMS CHAT CREDIT 

To REPLY BY TEXT: 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


Or Text... reply2 (leave space) 

box number (leave space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully received messages cost £1.50 per 
SMS received (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can 
swap contact details. Messages may be moder¬ 
ated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 


I Dates in YOUR regio 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 


www.vnydate24.co.uk 


Off-line dating is FREE to register, try it today 

visitmm www.mydate24.co.uk 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
El.55 per minute plus your 
phone company’s access 
charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received. 


GENUINE lady 50yrs, 
independent, seeks genuine 
man, call to hear more about me 
pis. ACAAext answered. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4284871 

CHLOE, very attractive girl, 
32yrs, long hair and lovely 
teeth, I like to take care of 
myself. I want a man who will 
pamper me. In return you wont 
be disappointed as I am super 
sexy. Text Only. Box: 4070336 

i 

ANGELA, attractive 66yr old 
free minded and spirited lady. 
Genuine with varied interests 
seeks gent 65+. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 428485 | 
HEATHER, 54yrs, slim brunette 
with petite figure, loves keep fit. 
Seeks chap for nights out, fun 
times, must be honest and kind. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 428491 | 
STEPHANIE, super sexy black 
mamma, 55yrs young with 
curves in all the right places. 
Call me and you wont be sorry, 
we can have the time of our 
lives. Text Only. Box: 4060220 
§ 

VICTORIA, 46yrs, bubbly 
outgoing nurse, petite pretty 
brunette. WLTM N/S man, any 
age, must have GSOH and be 
kind. ACA. Or text. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 428489 | 
CANDIDA, 52yrs, married lady, 
very well educated with good 
looks and dress sense. 
Unappreciated by older hus¬ 
band and hoping for some fun 
with discreet chap. Text Only. 
Box:4010802 § 


TERESA, friendly lady with 
GSOH, curvy build and attractive 
looks, 50 something, seeking 
romantic male 45-55. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
428383 $ 

JANET, late 40’s divorcee, own 
home and car looking to spice 
up my life with some fun. 
Discreet men only please, I’m 
not ready for a full on relation¬ 
ship, casual chats. Text Only. 
Box: 4189331 (§ 

ARE you a gent with GSOH 60- 
70 and looking for some fun then 
call me, Leah, I’m 57yrs, slim, 
attractive and looking for fun. 
ACA. Or text me. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 428381 il 
KATIE 35yrs, slender well 
educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with 
gent 40+ Must be discreet, 
married or single. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3002 Box 419673 
PIPPA, recently divorced lady, 
46yrs, hoping to get back into 
dating and have some fun with 
a guy any age. Must be a laugh 
and willing to have a go at most 
things. Text Only. Box: 
4101590 $ 

ANNETTA, 40yrs old seeks 
caring older gent 55+, you must 
be nice and enjoy my company. 
AC A/Text answered. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
428483 I 

FELICITY, “my friends call me 
posh” I’m not really. Call me to 
see. I’m 58yrs, curvy, blonde 
extensions and very good for 
my age. ACA. Text Only. Box: 
4043583 I 


SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but 
bored, seeks discreet adult fun, 
any area, all calls answered. Tel: 
0906 515 3018 Box: 413399 
LINDA, 48yrs, young looking 
blonde lady, slim and attractive. 
Hoping to meet new men friends, 
call and let’s see what happens. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
428377 I 

JANE, 52yrs genuine blue eyed 
blonde lady WLTM romantic gent 
for potential relationship. ACA/Text 
answered so please reply. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 428379$ 



Simply tell us your age and 
location and we will match 
you immediately! 

text I Ml T i i to EsftBfeM 

or call 0906 500 5757 


0906 calls £1.55 per min plus your phone 
company's act ess charge 89990 cost £ 1.50 
per msg. To STOP text stop to 89990 
Service provided by JMediaUK Ltd 
RH16 3EG For Help call 0207 720 7130 


WANTED, submissive gent by 
attractive lady 51yrs, please call if 
you want to know more. Ata Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
428367 g 

ATTRACTIVE lady 61yrs young. 
Looking for friendship, maybe more 
with genuine gent. I’m feminine and 
curvy. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:428157 i 

CHRISTINE, 1>0 something lady 

blue eyed blonde. Sincere, solvent 
and kind. Call me if you are 
interested in meeting up Looks 
unimportant. Must be N/S. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 428155 g 
NICOLA, 37yrs mixed race beauty, 
just moved to the area from 
London so a bit lonely. Looks 
unimportant must have GSOH and 
be kind. ACA/text answered Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
428369 | 

CAROLINE, 42yrs, well educated, 
sophisticated "some call me posh" 
married lady, looking for no strings 
midweek liaisons. Tel: 0906 515 
3026 Box 427533 


TAMARA, 44yrs, beautiful Indian 
lady seeks a Muslim gent 40+ Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
428147| 

IF you are interested in meeting an 
attractive black lady then please 
call me. I’m Nikki, 57yrs, attractive, 
interested and kind. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 428145 £ 

SLIM attractive lady, 59yrs, 
feminine, kind, loves life. Call me or 
text me your number and let’s meet 
up. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:428143g 

CAROL, attractive lady 55yrs 
young, slim, tanned, brunette. If 
you are genuine and looking to 
date then call or text me. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 428153 | 
GENUINE caring lady 65yrs, varied 
interests, solvent, loves life, 
feminine, WLTM gent of any age 
for life’s pleasures. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 428151 g 
RACHAEL, 50yrs, blue-eyed 
attractive lady, loves films, music 
and home life. WLTM gent 50- 
70yrs. ACA or text. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 428149 | 


LOCAL 70 

year old young 
male, now single, 
nice appearance and 
dresser, looking for fun 
and friendship with a lady, 
55-70, possible holidays. Can 
travel. Please ring. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 4268971 
RETIRED, smart, 68 year old, 
5ft5, I enjoy eating out, walking, 
holidays and golf, WLTM a slim, 
attractive lady, 60-68, for a loving, 
tender relationship, to enjoy 
these times with. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421853!) 


rmrrn 


□ no PROFILES TO FILL OUT 

□ NO APRS TO DOWNLOAD 

□ NO CREDIT CARDS 




TEXT MATCH TO §9990 


JUST STRAIGHT FORWARD 
AND SIMPLE DATING. 

IT S NEVER BEEN EASIER! 



berore contact ddailscan be exchanged This service is not computer generated. Messagesare responded 
to by realservice users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to chose a public 
.. 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 

or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


SAMANTHA, 35yrs, attractive 
brunette with own business, seeks | 
adventurous gent for casual 
relationship. Tel: 0906 515 3034 
Box 425979 

JOY, mid 50s independent lady, 
brunette, loves dining out, seeking 
gent of any age. ACA. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 428373$ 
HARRIETt 42yrs, blue eyed 
brunette with long lets and decent 
curves! Looking for a cheeky 
adventurous man for fun only. I live 
alone so can accommodate and 
can travel. Discretion assured. 
ACA. Give me a try. Tel: 0906 515 
3030 Box 426205 
ATTRACTIVE widow, loves life, 
60s music, walking and fun. Hoping 
to meet a similar minded gent 60- 
80 for life’s adventures. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 428371 | 
CARMEL, open minded naughty 
lady seeks a broad minded strict 
man to unleash her wilder side. 
Age/looks unimportant but no time 
wasters please. Tel: 0906 515 
3042 Box 426851 
EMILY, mature well educated lady, 
blonde and smart and 
broadminded seeks gent any age 
for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 0906 
515 3022 Box 421375 
JANE, young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any age 
for discreet no strings fun, any age, 
no time wasters ACA. Tel: No: 
0906 515 3010 Box: 409715 
TAMIKA, mature black beauty, 
hourglass figure and open minded. 
Pis call if you are discreet, broad 
minded and nice. I can travel and 
accommodate. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3006 Box 422365 
MARGARET, attractive blonde 
widow, living alone and hoping to 
find a nice gentleman soulmate. I 
have lots to offer so please call or 
text me. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No:428375 | 


Men Seeking 

mydateM] 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


GENUINE retired, mature widower, 
honest, kind and considerate, 
enjoys most things, walking, 
countryside, seaside, seeking a 
lady for LTR, just wanting to share 
my life with somebody special. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
428023 

SOLVENT male, older but young at 
heart, looking for a young lady to 
wine and dine and spoil and 
pamper and in turn to pamper me. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
427443 

MALE, 55/WLTM a lady, 60-70, for 
discreet adult fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 428039 
SMART Thanet male, 70, dark hair, 
brown eyes, 5ft5, OHOC, likes 
travel, countryside, the sea, 
walking, looking for an attractive 
local lady, for LTR. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 428303 
ATTRACTIVE male, dark hair, 
brown eyes, 5ft5, solvent, own 
bungalow and car, likes travel, 
countryside, seaside, walking, 
looking for attractive local lady for 
LTR. Thanet. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 428127 


Let them know 
you might be 
interested 
by sending them 

a WINK 


I SimplyText: 

Then send to 

►80098 

*EG send WINK 123456 to 80098 

80098 costs 11 .SO per message. To STOP text 
stop to 80098. Service provided by JMediaUK 
Ltd,RH16 3EG Need Help? Call 0207 720 7130 


THANET male, retired, 5ft5, dark 
hair, smart, OHOC, likes walks, 
travel in motorhome, looking for a 
single, attractive lady with similar 
interests in Thanet. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 427557 
TALL, lively old boy, into red wine, 
garlic and Radio 3, seeks tactile j 
lady for company and jolly jaunts. I 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
425021 ! 

MALE, 58, slim build, 5ft9, brown I 
eyes, hard working, enjoys fishing 
and socialising, looking for no 1 
stings attached fun. Tel No: 0906 I 
515 7112 Box No: 427173 $ 

HI ladies, looking for either NSAfun 
or LTR. I am single/work/live in own 
house. Text only. Mailbox: 
4509325 | 

SINGLE dad of two, WLTM a 
single mum, for a proper 
relationship. Please get in contact I 
look forward to hearing from you. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
427999 | 

WELL off man, wanting a young 
lady for spoiling. I am a sugar 
daddy looking for a sugar baby. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
427441 i 

JAMES, 43, genuine, witty, 
positive, kind and caring, loves 
travel, socialising, eating out and 
lots and lots of laughs with the right 
person, looking for genuine, 
friendly lady Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 428019 (§ 

MALE 60, 6ft, blue eyes, broad 
shoulders, size 11 shoes, a real 
handful! Seeks a fit mature busty 
woman for fun times. Text only 
replies. Mailbox: 6001755$ 


MALE divorced, 6ft, well built, 
seeking fun time girl for good 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 412717 
HARRY 50, ex soldier, 6ft, well 
built, seeking lady to wine and 
dine. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:417015 

LIVELY mature gent, OHAC, 
near sea in Folkestone, into red 
wine, garlic and Radio 3, seeks 
lady companion/lover, 58-68 yo. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422621 I 

CARING, sociable male, 72, N/S, 
likes all types of music, walking, 
meals out, looking for a lady for 
friendship at first. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 426865 
KENT man, retired engineer, 
solvent, enjoys holidays, meals 
out, good conversation, WLTM a 
slim lady, 60-70, with a GSOH, to 
share these times and hopefully 
become friends. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 4268871 



LOCAL man, 
seeks lady for friendship 
possibly more, for romantic 
dates and good times together, 
hope to hear from you. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

426195| 

MALE, 55, looking for no strings 
attached friendship, with a lady 
60-70, any status. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 426133 
CARING sociable, GSOH, slim, 
attractive, married gent, 67, feels 
discarded and lonely, seeks 
likewise lady 60+ for trips out, 
dining etc. Text only. Mailbox: 
5082918 i 

HANDSOME male, mid 40s, dark 
hair, hazel eyes, wishes to meet 
appropriate female for fun, 
friendship and perhaps more, 
please get in touch if interested. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422587 


MALCOLM, 

60 something 
gent, own hair and 
teeth, GSOH, genuine 
and Kind WLTM sincere 
lady to wine and dine. 
Please call. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 425335 § 
PROFESSIONAL gent, 44yrs, tall, 
attractive and genuine. Seeks 
genuine feminine lady for genuine 
romance. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 425333 !) 



Gay 

Seeking 

tmm 



GAY guy, medium build, likes 
outdoors, DIY, seeking slim, N/S 
guy for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 403267 


sage you send. Text STOP to 63222 to exit at any time. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact 
details can be exchanged. Service is not computer generated. Messages are responded to by real w " 
ings guaranteed If arranging a meeting choose a public space ft do not give personal details 
j have not met Service provided by No Goats Ud. Help: 0207 7207130 emaif: ohdear@nogo< 


EASY going guy, 68, likes walks, 
books, seeks N/S guy for LTR. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411413| 


you 

GUY, 50, 6ft tall, calm and kind, 
good company, seeking lovely 
lady for good times and fun and 
loving. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 425369 $ 

JERRY, 66, brown hair, brown 
eyes, recently widowed, love to 
walk my dog, WLTM compatible 
lady for companionship and to 
see where things go. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 426387 
50YR old divorced white male, 
passionate, strong, seeking 
caring lady for romantic, loving 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 418641 
BARRY, 5076ft 4ins, well built 

divorced gent, looking to date 
calm and kind lovely lady. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 421195 


. users. No 

_Jtails lo people 

ohdear@oogoats.com 


SIX foot guy, mature, looking for 
someone special to spend some 
quality time with. Please leave 
me a message I would love to 
hear from you! Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 420163 ® 

PETER, sincere solvent gent 70s 
seeks lady to wine dine, foreign 
travel, all expenses paid. I would 
love a traveling companion. 
Genuine advertiser. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 425343® 
MALE, 6ft, brown hair and blue 
eyes, warm and understanding, 
likes dining out and cosy nights 
in, lots of fun, friendship and 
holidays. Looking for a lady over 
48. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:426057® 


ROBBIE, 54, reasonably fit, 
curious, I'm very inexperienced 
and would like to meet a CD or TV 
preferably but not essential for a bit 
of fun. Kent area. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421357® 
MALE, 50s, likes to cross dress, 
looking for same for friendship and 
fun. Has to be discreet. Text only 
Replies. Mailbox: 4623598 ® 
JOHN, young at heart 65, bi male, 
looking for casual fun with 
likeminded male. Maidstone Kent 
area. Must be discreet. Text only 
replies. Mailbox: 5657306® 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


a Follow us 
on 

@DATEIocally 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged 
at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 
characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service 
provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTEC¬ 
TION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, RH16 3EG, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus 
for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app, your ad may also appear on our dating app. wc. 04/09/17 
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Big names shine in celebration 
of the delights of written word 


Changing of the seasons 


FANCY some fresh air and 
beautiful scenery? Then why 
not head to Bedgebury 
Pinetum this autumn. 

The mix of deciduous and 
conifer trees creates a spec¬ 
tacular array of colour. 




STAR: Former home secretary Alan Johnson during his political hey day 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


B OOK lovers will be flock¬ 
ing to the Sevenoaks Lit¬ 
erary Festival later this 
month, with a host of 
big names confirmed for 
the line-up. 

Among them will be the man 
many felt had the potential to be a 
future prime minister, but has now 
become a politician admired from 
both sides of the political divide. 

Former home secretary and 
award-winning author Alan John¬ 
son will open the event on Septem¬ 
ber 22 as he chats to Philip Web¬ 
ster, the former political editor of 
The Times newspaper. They will 
discuss the three volumes of mem¬ 
oirs he has published and his time 
on the Labour’s government’s 
front bench and just why he didn’t 
challenge to be leader of the party 
he has remained so loyal to. 

Other highlights include Mick 
Herron, author of the Jackson 
Lamb series in conversation with 
crime fiction editor of The Tele¬ 
graph, Jake Kerridge. 

And closing the festival on Octo¬ 
ber 7 are Laura Barnett, bestsell¬ 
ing author of The Versions Us, and 


Mercury Prize nominated singer 
Kathryn Williams. Together they 
collaborated on the lyrics featured 
in Laura’s new novel Greatest Hits, 
with Kathryn writing original 
songs - some of which she will be 
performing on the night. 

In addition, there will be topics 
covered such as the Russian Revo¬ 
lution, calligraphy, Jane Austen 
and an appearance by the town’s 
long-standing celebrity, Gloria 


Hunniford. 

A spokesman for the event ex¬ 
plained: “Our festival began in 
2002 with a modest list of events 
as part of the Sevenoaks Summer 
Festival, with Nigel Nicolson and 
Edna Healey among the invited 
authors. In 2004 we decided to 
branch out into a two-week pro¬ 
gramme in the autumn as Seven¬ 
oaks Literary Celebration, and we 
have followed the same winning 


formula ever since. 

“Relying on a volunteer com¬ 
mittee with a lot of help from Sev¬ 
enoaks Bookshop, we have deliber¬ 
ately kept our annual programme 
to a dozen or so events, concentrat¬ 
ing on quality rather than quanti¬ 
ty.” 

For full details of the line-up, de¬ 
tails of venues and how you can 
get tickets for some of the events, 
visit www.sevlitfest.com. 


Big top sets up in the park 


THE Moscow State Circus brings its latest 
spectacular show Gostinitsa to Dunorlan Park 
in Tunbridge Wells this weekend. 

Performances in the heated big tent on 
Sunday take place at 2pm and 5pm on the final 
day of a string of shows that started in the park 
on Thursday evening. 


Get on the dog and bone 


COCKNEY duo Chas & Dave 
return to Folkestone, Dartford 
and Margate on their latest 
one-hour show, The Fully Story 
Live, featuring all their best 
known hits. The tour runs until 
the end of the year. 



Antonio is a real funghi 

CELEBRITY chef Antonio Carluccio will be 
appearing at the Canterbury Food and Drink 
Festival at the end of the month. 

He will bring his mushroom market to the 
event from 1 lam to 1pm on September 22, 
showcasing innovative ways to cook the funghi 
as part of the tasty extravaganza. 



COMPUTER REPAIRS 

IN YOUR HOME OR OFFICE 


www.fh®if0@[^ll@c©ff0ijput@r*lhi@p.c®oiylk 


PC & Laptop Service only 


Give us a call to have your 
PC or Laptop fully serviced 
at your home or business. 

We come to you! 

We also... 

■ Offer Remote Support packages 

* Supply & install Anti-Virus 

* Build & supply home or business 
spec, high quality PCs & Laptops 

* Supply Printers & a wide range 
of other hardware 

^ Offer Broadband & Wi reless setup 


Highly experienced and 
friendly technicians 


largon free and 
dear explanations 


Includes full service 
& system speed up 


r 

Virus, trojan & malware 
issues resolved 


Trustworthy company 
established over 15 years 



SLOTS AVAILABLE 9am TO 530pm MON ~ FRI ] LATE NIGHT OPENING'TIL 8pm THURS 

CALL US ON 01795 425351 I COVERING THE WHOLE OF KENT 
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Look out, Boycie's in town 


ENJOY an intimate night with 
Boycie from Only Fools & 
Horses as the actor John Chalis 
brings his one-man show to 
Deal’s Astor Theatre on 
September 29. 

Tickets, on sale now, cost £16. 



It's Strictly a ticket rush 

STRICTLY stars Anton Du Beke and Erin Boag 
will play two shows at Canterbury’s Marlowe 
Theatre next February. 

Tickets for the shows, entitled from Broad¬ 
way to Hollywood: Celebrating a Decade of 
Dance, on February 15 and 16 go on sale on 
Monday at 9 am. 


Ploughing match date set 

THE 73rd annual East Kent 
Ploughing Match takes place at 
Quex Park in Birchington on 
September 27. 

The popular event, which 
pulls in 4,000 visitors, will 
include a bird of prey display. 


Feeling a little peckish? 

ORPINGTON stages its first ever food festival 
next weekend, with a host of tasty treats to try 
and buy. 

The event starts next Friday and is organised 
by the Orpington 1st Business Improvement 
District, which hopes to turn it into an annual 
event. 



Fresh festival confirms 
The Hoosiers join bill 



By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


CHART-topping band The Hoosiers 
will complete the line-up on the 
main stage at the Hops and Harvest 
Boutique Festival next weekend. 

The pop-rock group - best 
known for hits Goodbye Mr A and 
Worried About Ray - will take to 
the stage at Kent Life Heritage 
Farm Park, near Maidstone, ahead 
of headline act Starsailor on 
Saturday, September 9. 

Newton Faulkner and Toploader 
are heading the bill on Sunday, 
September 10. 

The Hoosiers are currently 
celebrating the tenth anniversary 
of their double-platinum debut 
album The Trick To Life, while 
also enjoying a new-found 
confidence following an extended 
hiatus and a return to form both 
in the studio and on stage. 

Hops and Harvest Boutique 
Festival organisers have also 
confirmed Hannah Williams & 

The Affirmations have joined the 
line-up, fresh from having their 
song featured in the title track of 
Jay-Z’s critically-acclaimed 4:44 
album. 


Jay-Z phoned Hannah Williams 
to personally ask whether he could 
use track Late Nights & Heart¬ 
break and has thrust the Bristol- 
based soul band into the spotlight 
across a number of music genres. 

Other names confirmed to be 
performing over the weekend 
include The Wholls (Sunday), The 
Peaks (Saturday) and Remedy 
Sounds (Sunday). 

Kent Life’s general manager 
Natalie Cox said: “The Hops and 
Harvest Boutique Festival is 
shaping up to be quite the 


weekend in the country. 

“With an incredibly talented 
music line-up, a mouth-watering 
choice of local ales and ciders, a 
good range of food, and plenty of 
activities for the children, 
including games, workshops and 
storytelling, there really is 
something for everyone.” 

Tickets for weekend access on 
both days are £50 for adults and 
£25 for children. Day tickets cost 
£30 for adults and £15 for 
children. Family tickets are also 
available. 



STAGE : Newton Faulkner 



HEADLINERS: Toploader 
above, and The Hoosiers, left 



BECKENHAM CARPETS 

LIMITED 

^ 020 8663 3548 

9 102 Beckenham Road, Beckenham, Kent, BR3 4RH 


Quality Showroom for 
Carpets, Vinyls, 
Laminates and Wood 

Fitted Flooring Specialists 
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ow pop star overcame ner persona turmo 


Former chart-topper and talent show favourite Alesha Dixon on conquering her self-doubt in style 


LESHA Dixon seems to 
have sure-footedly made 
her way to the top. 

Beautiful, poised and 
self-assured, she’s be¬ 
come one of Britain’s favourite talent 
show judges, whether on Strictly 
Come Dancing or, currently, Britain’s 
Got Talent. But privately, she’s battled 
self-doubt and turmoil. 

Throughout her teens and 20s - 
when she was riding high in hugely 
successful girl group Mis-Teeq before 
embarking on a solo singing career - 
her apparent confidence was a front. 
A lot of the time she was fearful and 
“scared”, she reveals. 

“I’d only ever known bumps in the 
road and I lacked confidence. Even 
when I was in Mis-Teeq, I tended to 


rely on someone else to give me cour¬ 
age,” admits the 38-year-old, who 
was rocked as a teenager seeing her 
father leave home and her mother 
suffer in a relationship with a man 
who was violent towards her. 

“During my GCSEs, I missed an 
exam because of some things that 
were going on at home. I remember 
going to school later and crying my 
eyes out with my teacher because I 
felt I’d ruined my life. I put so much 
expectation on myself to be perfect 
and the fear of failure almost para¬ 
lysed me. The fear I had about every¬ 
thing as a youngster took me a long 
time to get rid of and build myself up.” 

Her 20s were “very up and down, 
with some real lows”, particularly in 
2006 when her career and personal 



life collapsed simultaneously. Her 
record company dropped her and her 
marriage to rapper and member of So 
Solid Crew, MC Harvey, ended after 
only a year when she discovered he’d 
cheated on her with Popstars contest¬ 
ant, Javine Hylton. 

“It really felt like a desperate situa¬ 
tion. I had a lot of dark moments and 
was totally confused for a while. Al¬ 
though I’m a very determined, driven 
person, I felt like giving up,” confides 
the singer. 

“In the end I dusted myself off, 
pulled myself together and a couple of 
years later had a platinum-selling al¬ 
bum. When I look back, I can see I’ve 
changed so much since then. I’m so 
much more secure, grounded and 
confident in who I am now,” says Ale¬ 


sha, who’s happily settled with her 
partner of six years, backing dancer 
Azuka Ononye, and their three-year- 
old daughter, Azura Sienna. 

“I understand I needed to go 
through those times in order to get to 
a better place, make better choices 
and become a stronger person.” 

She’s certainly demonstrated her 
strength over the past six series of 
Britain’s Got Talent and describes 
herself as the “most stubborn person” 
on the panel, which also includes Si¬ 
mon Cowell, Amanda Holden and 
David Walliams. 

“Simon and I are born on the same 
day, are both Libras and are pretty 
similar characters. I tell him, ‘You’ve 
met your match in me’. I stick up for 
myself 100 per cent,” she says. 



Stereophonies sell out 

WELSH rockers Stereophonies have 
confirmed they are planning a special 
one-off show at Margate’s Winter Gardens 
next Saturday. 

The show, a warm-up to their appearance 
at the Radio 2 outdoor extravaganza in Hyde 
Park the following day with the likes of Take 
That and Shania Twain, saw tickets go on sale 
at noon on Wednesday and were completely 
sold out soon after. 


Ale fans flock to mill 

■ TICKETS are selling fast for the annual 
Crabble Corn Mill Cider and Ale 
Festival, which takes place in Dover later this 
month. 

Featuring 60 ciders and 35 beers from 
around the country, and with prices pegged 
at £3 a pint, the event runs from September 
15-17. Tickets for the Friday are available 
only in advance, for the other days, you can 
buy on the door. 


WI’s Titanic night out 

MEOPHAM Evening Women’s Institute 
hosts a Tales of the Titanic event at 
7.15pm on September 18 at the St John’s 
Centre in Wrotham Road 
Open for all to attend, it costs £3.50 for 
visitors and tickets will be available on the 
door. For more details call Glynis on 01474 
813742 

Anyone interested in joining the WI can 
join up on the night. 


Music is the food of love 

CELEBRATED food critic Jay Rayner 
brings an evening of music and 
anecdotes to the Astor Theatre in Deal later 
this month. 

The Jay Rayner Quartet - A Night of Food 
and Agony - will include music related to 
tasty treats, along with tales of life growing 
up as the son of the late, great agony aunt 
Claire Rayner. 

The show is on September 28 at 8pm. 
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Medway Focus 


Get on your bike and 
enjoy surroundings to 
keep fit and healthy 


W HILE the summer 
may be drawing to 
a close, for many of 
us it is all too soon 
to return to a se¬ 
date lifestyle after weeks of getting 
out and about and enjoying the warm 
weather and holiday season. 

The good news, is that Medway is 
particuarly well suited to ensuring 
we can keep active - and often for lit¬ 
tle or no additional cost. 

From the likes of Capstone Farm 
Country Park which sprawls out 
across 114 hectares of former farm¬ 
land and is now a popular destination 
for those seeking peace and quiet or 
wanting to stretch their legs. 

In fact, it is one of the perfect places 
to go to start building up your stami¬ 
na. Merely walking around the site 
will be good for you, while you can 


then start to build up breaking out 
into a light jog. And when you do, 
there’s a 6.2 mile (10k) running trail 
for you to start tackling chunks of. 

But for many, cycling is the pre¬ 
ferred option and the good news is 
that there are an increasing number 
of routes which make for the perfect 
ride. 

Connecting the villages of 
Higham, Cliffe, Cooling, High Hal- 
stow, Hoo and Upnor, the Heron 
Trail - or National Cycling Route 179 
to give it its official title - links with 
Route 1 of the Sustrans National Cy¬ 
cle Network to provide a circular cy¬ 
cle trail which is around 18 miles 
(29km) long and takes about two 
and a half hours to cycle. 

Just four years ago, Medway Coun¬ 
cil invested £10,000 in new signing 
on the route. 


The cycle trail provides a combi¬ 
nation of rural and maritime inter¬ 
est, with spectacular views of the 
River Medway and River Thames. 
There are several detour routes, in¬ 
cluding the RSPB’s Northward Hill 
reserve famed for the herons which 
have given the trail its name. 

On the way are spectacular rural 
and estuary views and you can visit 
several places of historical interest, 
including castles, churches and 
houses. 

What’s more when you need to 
take a breather there are a host of 
good resting places and pubs to re¬ 
fuel before getting on your way. 

If getting a bike sounds like too 
much hard work, what about simply 
building up for a regular gentle run? 

Parkrun has been rightly ac¬ 
claimed for its ability to encourage 



RIDE: There is a circular cycle path which is perfect for fresh air and fitness 


people to get fit for free, with their 
regular timed 5k runs. 

The one at the Great Lines Heritage 
Park at 9am on a Saturday morning 
attracts more than 250 runners each 
week. You can go at any pace that is 
comfortable and there’s no pressure 
to keep up with the rest. 


Plus there’s nothing more motivat¬ 
ing than always trying to eclipse 
your previous time. 

So, embrace the autumn - 
hopefully there’s plenty of good 
weather left for us to enjoy - and get 
yourself on the road to a healthier 
lifestyle. 










PUZZLES 


DOUBLE CROSSWORD 


CODEWORD 



Quick 


Across 

18. Carry (4) 

5. Shining (6) 

1. Sort (4) 

19. Quarter circle (8) 

6. Impetuosity (8) 

8. Significance (10) 

21. Obstacle (10) 

7. Thin (4) 

9. Oblique (8) 

22. Simple (4) 

11. Desert (10) 

10. Chopped (4) 


13. Left (8) 

12. Loiter (6) 

Down 

16. Fluid (6) 

14. Threefold (6) 

2. Symptomatic (10) 

17. Rouse (6) 

15. Scatter (6) 

3. Eat (4) 

18. Edge (4) 

17. Reply (6) 

4. Withstand (6) 

20. Speed (4) 


Cryptic 

Across 

1. Fail to keep up a 
legend (4) 

8. It’s something to go 
on (5,5) 

9. Abandoned ship (8) 

10. A boy naturally 
opposed to the current 
trend (4) 

12. It’s not certain the 
doctor will come in the 
storm (6) 

14. Not in a good mood to 
sail (3,3) 

15. I’m back with anger 
that is more apparent 
than real (6) 

17. Athletes may take it in 
their stride (6) 

18. It’s bent on 
submission (4) 

19. Final bid to secure an 
agreement? (8) 

21. Emphasise, in a 
manner of speaking 
( 10 ) 

22. Told to go North in a 
group (4) 


Down 

2. A neat tailor may 
make it if ordered (10) 

3. Illness makes the 
French leave the 
league (4) 

4. Gather I’ve to support 
a revolutionary 
uprising (6) 

5. How one should 
march on foot (6) 

6. Frank or firm 
counsellor (8) 

7. Wait for support (4) 

11. Unpopular second 

feature that’s apt to 
grow on one (6,4) 

13. A small band or two 
allowed (8) 

16. Former name to cause 
a stir (6) 

17. Shelter for fliers (6) 

18. Some dark, handsome 
ruler in the East (4) 

20. Is sorry for a trick, we 
hear (4) 


This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a 
letter, with the same number always representing the same letter. 

For example, if 8 turns out to be a V, you can write in V wherever a square contains 
8. Using your knowledge of words, complete the puzzle. 
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Arrowword 


Donkey 
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Arrow 
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Community 


Adventure 

Fruit 
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Falcon 






25 


Flower 

storage 


Otherwise 
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Church 


Heavens 

Tiny stain 




Ballet step 
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f 

L 








Number 




Forwhat 

purpose? 

► 




Enter your 
answers 
in the 
direction 
indicated by 
the arrows. 


SUDOKU 


Battleships 

Find where ships shown 
below are hidden in the 
grid. The numbers to 
the right of and below 
the grid indicate how 
many of the squares 
in that row are filled in 
with ships or parts of 
ships. The ships do not 
touch each other, even 
diagonally. Some of the 
squares have been filled 
to start you off. 

THE FLEET 

1 x Battleship 

2 x Cruiser 

3 x Destroyer 

4 x Submarine 




3 1 1 2 3 2 1 1 3 3 
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Solutions 


Word Spiral 


1 



2 





9 



10 




14 



15 



8 





11 

4 




16 





13 



12 



7 



6 



5 


\ 

Starting from 1, 
fill in the grid 
clockwise with four- 
letter words. The last 
letter of each word 
becomes the first 
letter of the next to 
reveal the key word in 
the shaded boxes. 


1. 

Ring of light 

9. Cure 

2. 

Gemstone 

10. Den 

3. 

Big cat 

11. Paper quantity 

4. 

Require 

12. Insect 

5. 

Pointed missile 

13. Suspend 

6. 

Small branch 

14. Righteous 

7. 

Spiritual guide 

15. Peace bird 

8. 

American state 

16. Boy’s name 

Keyword clue: A mythical creature 
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TV&lifestyle travel 


I'll have my 




Expect to be wowed and dazzled in Russia's 
cultural capital St Petersburg, says Mike Pickup 


W ith 42 islands and 342 

bridges over canals and 
rivers, St Petersburg is 
often referred to as the 
Venice of the North. This city of five 
million people has more than 300 
museums and, before the Revolution, 
had around 1,000 palaces. The best 
known is the huge Winter Palace 
overlooking the south bank of the 
Neva River. The original, made of 
wood and built for Peter the Great, 
was replaced by the current 
building, the design approved by 
Empress Elizabeth in 1754. It is 
simply stunning. 

The Winter Palace is home to the 
world-famous Hermitage museum. 
This amazing collection consists of 
around three million works of art, 
but even with five other buildings 
now dedicated to its display, only 


around 15% of the collection is on 
view at any one time. 

Top of my priority list, 
however, was a visit to the Faberge 
museum. This priceless private 
collection belongs to Viktor 
Vekselberg. Opened in 2013, it’s 
located in the Shuvalov Palace, 
restored specifically to house the 
exhibition, and contains four 
thousand jaw-dropping works of art. 
It’s the world’s largest Faberge 
collection and includes nine Easter 
Eggs. 

I went from there to the Church of 
the Spilled Blood, constructed to 
commemorate the assassination of 
Alexander II. Its colourful onion¬ 
shaped domes are matched by an 
amazing interior that initially 
appears to be painted and gilded but 
actually consists of nearly eighty- 



‘Stunning’: The Winter Palace in St Petersburg. Picture: MIKE PICKUP 


five thousand square feet of mosaic 
tiles. 

A drive along the city’s main street 
took me passed the Mariinsky 
Theatre. Completed in 1860, it’s home 
to Ballet, Opera and Orchestral 
companies and is where Swan Lake 
was first performed in 1895. The 
nearby Stroganov Palace was home 
to the Counts Stroganov. If this 
sounds vaguely familiar then you’re 
right. The Stroganovs were rich 
peasants who never lost track of 
their roots. They fed the local poor 
of St Petersburg with a beef stew 
that included mustard and sour 


cream, hence Beef Stroganoff. 

Keen to see more, I took a 30-mile 
drive to the Palace of Peterhof. 

Peter the Great was inspired by the 
palace at Versailles to build an 
out-of-town palace with ornamental 
grounds and fountains. However, 
much of what visitors now see was 
as a result of his daughter, 
Elizabeth, who created the current 
Palace and formal gardens. If the 
word ‘bling’ had been around in 
those days, the many gilded statues 
would be a classic example; it makes 
Versailles look a little dowdy. This is 
Russia at its very best. 


Factbox 

Visitors by ship are allowed 
72 hours visa-free entry but 
excursions must be booked 
either with the ship or online 
with an approved company, 
otherwise visas are required. 
Fourteen nights aboard Saga 
Pearl II departing Dover on 
May 22 2018 costs from 
£2.457pp. This includes trans¬ 
port to and from Dover, all 
meals, drinks with meals, 
gratuities, wifi and optional 
travel insurance. The ship 
calls at Gdansk. Tallinn. St 
Petersburg (two days). Kotka, 
Visby. Karlskrona and Kiel. 
Gall 0800 50 50 30 or visit 
www.saga.co.uk/cruises 




ALPHA RAPID REPAIR 


AUTO BODY REPAIR & PAINT SPECIALISTS 


Unit 4 Stafford Close 
Fairwood Industrial Estate 
Ashford 
Kent TN23 4PP 


01233 63900 
www.alpharapidrepair.com 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Room G46, The 
Panorama, 130 Park Street, 
Ashford, Kent TN24 8EZ 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


It’s time we saw 
some real justice 

AFTER persistent refusals, the belated 
and begrudging concession of a public 
inquiry into the contaminated blood 
scandal by the prime minister wins 
her few plaudits or votes. 

In a distressing coincidence, 
August marked the 70th anniver¬ 
sary of the establishment of The 
Nuremberg Code - drawn up to 
prevent evil perversions of the 
medical ethics enshrined in the 
Hippocratic Oath. 

The ‘criminal cover up on an 
industrial scale’ revealed recently by 
Andy Burnham details clear 
breaches of The Nuremberg Code; 
illegal non-consensual testing on 
patients including children, falsifica¬ 
tion of medical records or their 
deliberate destruction, withholding 
of test results of HIV and HCV status 
leading to the endangerment of 
unknowingly infecting partners and 
family members...the list goes on. 

The haemophiliac community, 
small and vulnerable as it is, does not 
deserve to be treated in such a 
callous manner. Living with 
haemophilia is, in itself, a permanent 
and all consuming challenge. 

The inquiry must consider all 
aspects of this 40 year shameful 
betrayal - “the worst treatment 
disaster in the history of the NHS” - 
and those responsible for this 
wrongdoing held fully to account. 

Steve Dymond, 
Broadstairs 

Motorists are not 
public enemy 

AS always, well said Terry Hudson 
[KoS, letters, 20.08]. I can’t believe the 
‘holier than thou’ people who paint 
motorists as wicked pariahs, who 
should be treated as public enemies. 

So these people never use cars, 
buses, trains, aeroplanes and any 
other form of mechanised transport? 

The economy would collapse 
without the billions generated by 
motoring, motorists being the most 
fleeced, penalised, taxed and 
persecuted of all. 

As for pollution, the latest flawed 
saviour electric cars, is just a means 
of transferring pollution to the 
numerous extra power stations that 
would have to be built. Can you 
imagine as millions came home from 
work in the evening, plugging in 
their high current chargers and the 
lights dimming? 

For sure the whole issue was never 
thought through, right from the very 
beginning, as we see from the many 
unsolved problems and the piecemeal 
approach to solving them. But then 
what can you expect from the people 
who gave us an aircraft carrier with 
no planes, paid £3 million to support 
Abu Hamza and his family and pay 
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Time to focus energy 
on one hospital site 


IT is a real shame the East Kent 
Hospitals Trust [KoS, last week] is 
not run by true business people; 
those who have actually run a large 
company. 

If you were a company you would 
create your warehouse at the centre 
of wheel, with a 25 mile radius 
around it. This would mean all 
parts of the delivery (incoming and 
outgoing) would be within a 
30-minute road journey, ideal for 
heart attacks and stroke victims. 

This would mean you could close 
a secondary distribution centre that 
has a catchment area radius 
halfway out to sea. 

You would have your distribution 
centre as near as possible to major 
road networks for speedy access. 

You would not have a distribution 
centre in the middle of town where 
access is restricted thus slowing 
down access. You would have your 
centre where the highest population 
lives out of the three areas you 
have. This suggestion also means 
you would have the highest 


his legal fees, [while NHS patients 
died from a lack of money], who waste 
hundreds of billions in the NHS, MoD, 
NGOs, etc, and then saddled us with a 
£1.7 trillion debt? 

Phil Granger, 

West Mailing 

Obama did little 
as Trump shines 


IN his response to my praise of 
President Trump [KoS, letters, two 
weeks ago] your correspondent Ben 
Murphy completely ignores the fact 


catchment area for obtaining staff. 

You would not have two main 
distribution centres with vehicles 
going being between each back and 
forth depending on what product 
you want to collect or deliver. 

Surely the long term option is to 
rebuild Kent & Canterbury Hospital 
on the current site. Once built, close 
the QEQM so there are no further 
overheads, or turn it into non 
emergency operational centre for 
specialism. Ashford catchment area 
emergencies can either go to 
Pembury or K&C hospital 
depending on which side of the 
catchment area the patients are. 

Whilst all the consultations and 
adjustments are continually being 
made and using financial resources, 
there come a time when a real cost 
effective long term business plan 
has to be implemented thus 
reducing costs of sticky plaster 
being applied to patchwork changes 
for years to come. 

J Smith 

Canterbury 


that I was pointing out that, in the 
dispute between the USA and North 
Korea, the blame lies with the 
authoritarian regime of the latter, 
not the democratic government of 
the former. 

However Mr Murphy is clearly a 
supporter of the liberal establish¬ 
ment which dominates both the UK 
and the USA, and which, contrary to 
its complacent self image, in fact 
shares all the arrogance and anti 
democratic attitudes of a third world 
one party state. 

When faced with the desire of the 
electorate, as shown by a democratic 
vote, to leave the European Union, 


those such as Mr Murphy describes 
this choice as a “monumental folly” 
and a “caper”, and do all they can to 
frustrate the will of the people. 

In the USA the liberals, having lost 
the general election, are now seeking 
to undermine the president, 
regardless of the fact that a majority 
of the American people supported, 
and still support him. These are 
more than merely expressions of 
legitimate opposition, and show the 
smug contempt with which these 
people regard the opinions of the 
ordinary voter. 

Incidentally, President Obama, 
despite the adulation with which he 
is regarded by the liberal left, did 
little to fulfil the slogans of “yes we 
can” and “change we can believe in” 
which helped him win power. He 
was all talk and no action. 

Colin Bullen, 
Tonbridge 

Anna is a real 
asset to breakfast 

I MUST be listening to a different 
programme to that being listened to 
by T Jones [KoS, letters, last week]. 

I am not at all disappointed by 
Anna Cookson on the BBC Radio 
Kent breakfast show. I think she is 
excellent and that is not an adjective 
I would have applied to Maggie Doyle 
on the same programme. 

John Greenhill, 
via email 

...but homeless 
piece misjudged 


ANNA Cookson is a far cry from 
previous co-hosts, and her confi¬ 
dence that she knew what it was like 
to be homeless after one hour 
pretending on the streets of Tun¬ 
bridge Wells last week was almost 
laughable. Bring back Maggie! 

Peter Turner, 
Sittingbourne 

Crying over bell? 
Get a grip now! 

PRINCE William recently said he 
couldn’t understand why people were 
crying about the death of his mother 
when they didn’t even know her. 

I could understand this as some 
people are far more emotive than 
others. What I couldn’t understand 
were pictures recently of people 
crying as Big Ben struck its final 
bongs before being mothballed. 

Frustration, annoyance, anger 
even, but surely not tears? The 
politicially correct health and safety 
junta strikes again, unlike Big Ben. 
It’s enough to make you weep! 

S Reeves, 
Herne Bay 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 


people living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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Sandwich Festival 

by Alan Blackburn 
from Canterbury 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk,. Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 



No Mowing, Weeding or Watering! 
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Trade & Retail Welcome • Free No Obligation Quote • Turf and Top Soil Available 

Gorse Hill • Farningham • Kent • DA4 OJU Opposite Scratchers Lane 

gorsehillnursery.co.uk ~ 01322 864704 / 07984 475519 
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holidays 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Holidays offered by 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 

ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 

info@gnvoyages.com 

www.gnvoyages.com 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 

#ABTA 
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lamina 


3 nights 
half board 
PLUS 

£149 PP 


Saturday N.9W BeeGee> 

Half price drinks 
Over 40s only 

ElOpp 

deposit 


Mamma Mia & Super 
70s Spring Party 

Pontins Pakefield, Suffolk Coast 

Friday 9 March, 2018 - Quote: MS3-KOS 


Monaco Historic Grand 
Prix& Portofino 

By Rail from St Pancras & Ebbsfleet 

7 May, 2018 - Quote: GP5/6-KOS 


Isle of Wight Sounds 
of the 60s Carry on New Year Party 

Warner Bembridge Coast, Isle of Wight 

Friday 5 January, 2018 - Quote: BE1 -KOS 

GN Holidays & Voyages are taking over Warner's Bembridge Coast hotel again in 
early January 2018 - our 10th year in a row. Our must-do annual party, for over 
40s only, has guests returning year after year to 'Carry On' celebrating the New 
Year. With a packed entertainment programme featuring original 60s bands 
Union Gap UK and The Cufflinks plus The Beached Boys, Vicki Lambert's tribute 
to 60s divas, great food. Free drinks from 6pm to midnight nightly, and free car 
ferry crossing, a great start to 2018 is assured. 

INCLUDED: Free drinks 6pm to midnight every night - house beers & spirits, wine 
by the glass, pumped soft drinks & pumped mixers • Full entertainment programme 
• 3 nights standard en-suite chalet - upgrade to main hotel building from £30pp • 3 
breakfasts & 3 dinners • Free car ferry crossing • Free parking 


The biennial Monaco Historic Grand Prix is run on the famous Formula 1 circuit 
with classic Grand Prix cars from the 1940s to 1980s. With a seated grandstand 
ticket for the final race day, access to cars and drivers in the harbour side paddock, 
excursions to Portofino, San Remo and Dolceacqua, free drinks every night at our 
3* hotel on the Italian Riviera, this will be a nostalgic experience to treasure. 

INCLUDED: Escorted throughout • Return rail travel from London St Pancras or 
Ebbsfleet • 1 day Grandstand seated ticket for race day ‘Visits to Portofino, Dolceacqua 
and San Remo • 6 nights three-star half-board accommodation in San Bartolomeo, Italy, 
with free drinks at the hotel every evening • 1 night 3-star accommodation in Nice 
•Transfers abroad 


Join us at Pontins Pakefield, on the Suffolk coast, for a Spring blast - for over 40s only - as 
we rock the weekend away to the sounds of the 70s. Our brilliant entertainment bill 
features Abba's Angels and a screening of Mamma Mia the Movie, Showaddywaddy, 
Saturday Night Bee Gees, Little Eagle, a celebration of Neil Diamond PLUS house band 
Sounds Imperial. You'll enjoy non-stop entertainment from Friday evening to Sunday 
evening and half-price drinks at this rockin' party weekend. 

INCLUDED: Half-price drinks all weekend - house beers & spirits, wine by the glass, 
pumped soft drinks & mixers lunch times & evenings from Friday night to Sunday night 
• Full entertainment programme • 3 nights en-suite chalet - £149pp - bed linen and towels 
included - club upgrade available - £179pp • 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners • Free parking 


Sounds of the 60s 
Spring Party Break 


Chatsworth Hotel, Worthing 

23 March, 2018-WO3-KOS 

Join us in Worthing for a 60s music themed party with live entertainment each 
night, including The Cufflinks and Dave Grant (ex-Paper Lace). The Chatsworth 
is one of the finest hotels on the south coast, providing good food and 
comfortable accommodation, located just a stone's throw from the sea and a 
short stroll to the town centre. 


Entertainment 
Over 40s only 

fl Opp 

deposit 


INCLUDED: 2 nights sharing an en-suite twin or double 
bedroom • 2 dinners & 2 breakfasts • Entertainment each 
evening 


44 Week ending September 3,2017 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 



























Margate, Ramsgate, Broad stairs, Birehington, Pegwelf, Herne Bay, Whitstable, Canterbury, Folkestone, 
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* Refurbish merits ^Repairs* New Builds* 
*Steps* Balconies* Garages* Porches* 
^Conservatories* 



(DsowdirE ^©w et©©{F^© mU. ojo^dB 

T: 01843 868462 



E: contact@meridianmennbranes.co.uk 
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Join Kent Invicta Chamber of Commerce 


Join the County’s 
Accredited Chamber 
for less than the 
price of a daily cup 
of coffee at 


To find out more, book an appointment with 
one of our Membership Services Co-ordinators: 

Richard Miller 07436 158028 

East Kent 



07436 158020 

Mid/West Kent 

Kaz Macklin 07436 158023 

North Kent 


Don’t delay - Join today! 


The Chamber is 
perfectly positioned to 
promote enterprise 
within the County 



Dig@>: 




KENT mViCTA / 

CHAMBER Of COMMERCE 




www.kentinvictachamber.co.uk 
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Motability 

The Sending car scheme for disabled peaple 


Are you able to benefit from scheme? 



DEALS: Checkout 
your local dealer to 
see what they offering 
for those using the 
Motability scheme 


T HE Motability Scheme 
currently provides more 
than 600,000 disabled 
people and their families 
with affordable, conven¬ 
ient, trouble-free motoring, enabling 
them to exchange their mobility 
allowance to lease a new car, 
powered wheelchair or scooter. 

Who can apply? 

Anyone who receives one of the 
following mobility benefits and has at 
least 12 months award length 
remaining when they apply, can use 
it to pay for their lease: 

Higher Rate Mobility Component 
of the Disability Living Allowance. 

Enhanced Rate Mobility Compo¬ 
nent of Personal Independence 
Payment. 

War Pensioners’ Mobility Supple¬ 
ment. 

Armed Forces Independence 
Payment. 

A parent or carer can apply on 
behalf of a child, aged three or older, 
and non-drivers can still apply, 
nominating up to two people to drive 
for them. 

How does it work? 

Customers simply transfer their 


mobility allowance to lease a suitable 
vehicle which includes insurance, 
tyre and windscreen replacement, 
servicing, breakdown cover and road 
tax. 

Customers can choose a brand new 
car from a selection of more than 
4,000 models, from the major 
manufacturers. A similar scheme is 


available for powered wheelchairs 
and scooters. 

Cars are supplied through a 
national network of some 4,500 
Motability Dealer Partners. There is 
also a network of accredited suppliers 
of powered wheelchairs and scooters. 

Adaptations to cars 

For most Motability Scheme 


customers, a standard car or 
automatic is suitable for their needs, 
but around 10% need adaptations to 
enable them to drive safely, or travel 
in comfort as a passenger. 

As part of the lease, a range of 
popular adaptations are available at 
no additional cost, such as push-pull 
hand controls and left-foot accelera¬ 


tors. 

Providing additional financial help 

Motability may also be able to 
assist those customers who need 
additional financial help to obtain 
the mobility solution they need. 

■ For more information phone 
0300 456 4566 or visit www. 
motability.co.uk 



MAIDSTONE I 
motor group: 


Maidstone Kia 

675 London Road • Ditton • Aylesford • Kent • ME20 6DF 

01732 878950 • dealers.kia.co.uk/maidstonekia 


The Power to Surprise 


Fuel consumption in mpg (1/100km) for the All-New Kia Picanto range: Urban 40.4 (7.0) 50.4 (5.6), Extra Urban 62.8 (4.5) - 76.3 (3.7), Combined 52.3 (5.4) - 64.2 (4.4), 

C02 emissions 1 24 — 1 01 g/km. MPG figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. Model shown: All-New Kia Picanto 'GT-Line S' 1.25 83bhp 5-speed manual at £14,200 including 
optional chargeable clear white paint £250. All-New Kia Picanto range available from £9,450. 7 year / 100,000 mile manufacturer's warranty. For full terms and exclusions visit www.kia.com/uk. 
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New 

Renault CLIO 

Seduction never ends 



New Renault CLIO 

Dynamique Nav dCi 90 

Nil Advance Payment* * 

Available with: 

Annual car tax 
Insurance for 2 drivers 

Servicing and maintenance including breakdown cover 
60,000 mileage allowance 




New Renault CAPTUR Dynamique Nav dCi 90 
Integrated touchscreen navigation 
Handsfree keycard 

Nil Advance Payment* 



Renault KADJAR Dynamique Nav TCe 130 

Visio System 

R-Link 2 multimedia system 

From £95 Advance Payment* 


The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) for the cars shown are: urban 68.9 (4.1)-80.7 (3.5); extra-urban 78.5 (3.6)—91.1 (3.1); combined 74.3 
(3.8)-85.6 (3.3). The official C0 2 emissions are 99-85g/km. Figures are obtained for comparative purposes in accordance with EU Legislation and may not 
reflect real life driving results. 

*Advance payment offers are only valid for Motability applications to 30th September 2017 and are correct at time of going to press, fj? Motability is a trademark of Motability. Registered charity number 299745. 


MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE 

Bircholt Road, Parkwood 
Maidstone ME15 9XY 
Tel 01622 616422 


MOTORLINE CANTERBURY 

Westminster Road 
Canterbury CT1 1YY 
Tel 01227 389706 


MOTORLINE ASHFORD 

Hilton Road 
Ashford TN23 1EW 
Tel 01233 215630 


www.motorline.co.uk/renault 

Motability 

• ^ The leading car scheme for disabled people 
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Motability 

The Sending car scheme for disabled peaple 


Motability helped turn my life around 



ILSA, 76, suffers from 
rheumatoid and 
osteoarthritis. Before 
she found out about the 
Motability Scheme, she 
rarely left her house. 

“For years I didn’t get out much 
and, when I did, it was with the help 
of my husband or close friends,” she 
explained. 

“I needed a vehicle with adapta¬ 
tions to help me drive. My husband 
and I did some research, but it was 
too expensive to convert a car 
ourselves. I was so pleased when I 
found out about the Motability 
Scheme. 

“My car has been adapted so that I 
drive with a steering wheel ball. It is 
also wheelchair accessible so I can 
travel with my powered wheelchair. 
This means I am able to drive again 
and I don’t need to rely on lifts from 
others.” 

She has lived an adventurous life, 
having lived and worked in Jamaica 
and Canada, and is used to being 
busy and active. 

“When we moved back, I didn’t 
leave the village for the first three 
years and could only go out if my 


husband dropped me off exactly 
where I needed to be so I didn’t have 
to walk far. Now, with my Motability 
Scheme car, I don’t have to worry -1 
can drive where I want, when I 
want. 

“I now have my independence and 


the peace of mind from 
knowing that, if something does go 
wrong with the vehicle, you can get 
rapid assistance and won’t 
face heavy bills and that is wonder¬ 
ful.” 

When Ailsa was diagnosed with 


rheumatoid and osteoarthritis, she 
did not let this stop her adventurous 
side. Now a wheelchair user, she has 
joined a wheelchair dancing club. 

“I like to keep busy and I have a lot 
of hobbies,” she said. 

As well as her wheelchair danc¬ 


ing, she is also a disability network 
co-ordinator and a director of music 
at her local parish church. 

“Having my Motability Scheme 
car enables me to keep my hobbies 
and independence. I am so grateful 
for this,” she added. 



ALL NEUi TOYOTA C-HR 



ALL IT TAKES 

IS A GLANCE TO _ 

MAKE YOU LOOK TWICE. 


Wr. 


Motorline Toyota Canterbury Motorline Toyota Tunbridge Wells Motorline Toyota Ashford 


Broad Oak Road, Canterbury, Kent, CT2 7PX 

01227 389710 


Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN2 3UY 

01892 321204 


The Crescent, Orbital Park, Ashford, Kent, TN24 OSN 

01233 215632 


UiUiUi.mOtOrline.CO.Uk/tOyOta _f ■ Find us on FacebookS Twitter 


^ Motability 


C-HR Icon 5 door Coupe FWD 1.2T VVT-i Manual. Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg (l/100km): Urban 38.1 (7.4), Extra Urban 55.4 (5.1), Combined 47.8 (5.9). C02 Emissions 135g/km. All mpg and C02 figures quoted are sourced from 
official EU regulated laboratory test results. These are provided to allow comparisons between vehicles and may not reflect your actual driving experience. 

*Model shown is C-HR Icon 5 door Coupe FWD 1.2 VVT-i Manual at £695 Advance Payment. Subject to availability. Available as part of the Motability Contract Hire Scheme. Please note that a total of 60,000 miles over three years are allowed on the Motability Contract Hire Scheme. Offer valid between 1st July and 30th September 2017. 
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Experience 
and practic 


AVAILABLE FROM 

NIL ADVANCE 
PAYMENT* 


AVAILABLE WITH 

AUTOMATIC 

(DSG) 

OR MANUAL GEARBOX 


REAR 

PARKING 

SENSORS 

STANDARD FROM SE TRIM 


*To qualify for this offer you must be in receipt of the Higher Rate Mobility Component of Disability Living Allowance, War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement, Enhanced Rate Mobility Component of Personal Independence Payment or Armed Forces Independence Payment (AFIP). Models shown are not UK 
specification. Prices and specifications are accurate at time of publication. Offers may be varied or withdrawn at any time and are not available in conjunction with any other offer. Participating retailers only. Subject to availability. Valid for applications to Motability from 4 July 2017 to 30 September 2017. 

Official fuel consumption for the SKODA range in mpg (litres/IOOkm): Urban 31.0 (9.1) to 72.4 (3.9); Extra Urban 44.1 (6.4) to 88.3 (3.2); Combined 38.2 (7.4) to 80.7 (3.5). CO 2 emissions for the SKODA range are 170 to 
90 g/km. Standard EU test figures are for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 


Other popular models are: SKODA Fabia Hatch Monte Carlo 1.0 TSI HOPS DSG with £95 advance payment, SKODA 
Rapid Spaceback SE Tech 1.0 TSI 95PS DSG available with £495 advance payment and SKODA Superb Hatch SE 2.0 TDI 
150PS DSG available with £1,895 advance payment. 


9 Motorline SKODA Canterbury 

Broad Oak Road, Canterbury, Kent CT2 7PX 

0843 658 2604 @ www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


9 Motorline SKODA Dartford 

555 Princes Road, Dartford, Kent DA2 6HH 

^0 0843 658 2618 @ www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


9 Motorline SKODA Medway 

26 Hoath Lane, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent ME8 OSW 

Qo 0843 658 9764 @ www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


Motability 


SKODA Octavia SE 1.4 TDJ 150 Man/DSG available with nil advance payment 


50 Week ending September 3,2017 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 
















Motability 

TTie leading car scheme for disabled people 


How it helped put me on road to freedom 


J ' AMES, 21, was bom with 
cerebral palsy and uses a 
wheelchair. 

He joined the Motability 
Scheme in 2001 as a passen¬ 
ger and, when he became old 
enough to begin learning to 
drive, he applied to Motability for a 
grant towards driving lessons. He 
is now learning to drive in his 
Motability Scheme car which has 
been adapted to suit his needs. 

“Before Motability, I used to be 
completely reliant on my parents 
to take me where I needed to go,” 
he said. “I am now able to take 
driving lessons in my own Mota¬ 
bility Scheme car as it has been fit¬ 
ted with mechanical hand controls 
and steering aids. I cannot wait to 
pass my test and be able to drive 
myself to and from college.” 

James does a lot of wheelchair 
racing and his Motability Scheme 
car enables him to travel to compe¬ 
titions and training. 

“I have a lot of equipment to take 
with me, including my wheelchair 
and racing chair, so the car is per¬ 
fect for my needs,” he added. 



DELIGHTED: James is learning to drive so he can get himself to and from his college 



“We wanted a 4x4 
M for adventures 
I in the country” I 


Whatever the reason for finding 
your next car drive24.co.uk can help 

Visit * Search * Call 

www.drive24.co.uk for your perfect car your local dealers 


Look local first with drive24.co.uk 


drive24.co.uk 
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FAMILY BUSINESS SELLING QUALITY USED 
CARS FOR OVER 60 YEARS 

We are one of the few garages with our own technicians/ 
workshop facilities. All cars receive a 115 point check and our 
own warranty - Does not include P/Xs. Everything HPi checked. 
Low Cost Finance Available. Quotations on Request. 


View our cars on: www.highamgarage.com 


OTHERS 

15 FORD KA ZETEC, Black, 9k, alloys, a/c, stunning .£5,995 

63 FORD FIESTA 1.0 ZETEC, 1 owner from new, silver, 19k, 5dr, alloys, history, like new .£7,995 

63 FORD FIESTA 1.2 ZETEC, 5 Dr, Yellow, 49k, Alloys, A/C, CD, History Excellent .£6,795 

13 VAUXHALL CORSA1.2, exclusive ecoflex, 5dr, red, 36k, alloys, £30 tax, AA report, a/c, excellent..... £5,495 

62 HYUNDAI i30 COMFORT 1.4 (NEW), met blue, 62k, history, alloys, a/c, 5 door, low tax/ins .£6,295 

62 RENAULT TWINGO 1.2 (NEW), metallic blue, a/c alloys, electric windows, service history, excellent low 

Insurance .£3,795 

11 NISSAN QASHQA11.6 VISIA, Red, 69k, history, alloys, A/C, excellent .£6,795 

11 HYUNDAI i301.4 CLASSIC, 5dr, red, 49k, air con, history .£4,795 

11 NISSAN JUKE 1.6, Agenta, Grey, 56k, History, a/c, Alloys, nice looker .£7,195 

60 NISSAN JUKE 1.6 SPORT BIG D, silver, sat, nav alloy, A/C, 49k, hist .£6,995 

60 SUZUKI ALTO, white, 59k, £20 tax, low insurance, a/c, history, 2 x key, lovely car .£3,195 

60 HYUNDAI i20, black, 70k, history, a/c, very clean .£3,495 

10 PEUGEOT 207, 1.4, verve, 5dr, red, 49k, a/c, nice car .£3,495 

10 MERCEDES CLC 160 COUPE, met white, 42k only, history, alloys .£6,995 

59 KIA PICANTO 1.1, black, 5dr, 38k .£3,315 

09 MINI CLUBMAN ESTATE, Red, 80k, lady owner, history .£3,995 

09 HYUNDAI il01.2 STYLE, silver, 27k only, history, a/c, alloys, sunroof. .ONLY £3,795 

09 FORD FIESTA 1.4 ZETEC, Electric met blue, 59k, alloys, a/c, history .£4,795 

09 SUZUKI ALTO SZ3 5DR, met Jade, 49k, a/c, £20 Tax, 65+ mpg .£2,995 

09 CHEVROLET AVEO 1.4 LT, grey, 5dr, 52k, history, a/c, alloys .£2,495 

09 HONDA JAZZ 1.4 EXEC, Silver, 52k, 5dr, hatch, Parktronic, Alloys, A/C .£5,495 

58 FORD FIESTA 1.4 ZETEC, Silver, 5dr, alloys, etc .£3,495 

58 HONDA CIVIC 2.0 TYPE R, GT, Red, 39k, History, Alloys, air con, Excellent .£7,195 

08 MITSUBISHI COLT CONVERTIBLE, silver, 1 owner, history, 70k, alloys, a/c .£2,995 

56 HYUNDAI AMICA 1.1 CDX, red, 52k, 5dr, history .£1,795 

AUTOMATIC 

14 HYUNDAI IX 35 BLACK 4X4 AUTO DIESEL PREMIUM, black leather, 40k, history, 2 x sunroofs, alloys, 

4 x headrests, heated seats, Sat Nav .£13,995 

14 SUZUKI ALTO AUTOMATIC, red, 5dr, air-con, alloys, 41k, history, 1 owner, low ins/tax .£5,195 

63 MERCEDES E220 CDIAMG (NEW) AUTOMATIC, 1 owner, 30k, met silver, history, leather/suede, heated 

seats, sat nav, Outstanding .£16,995 

62 MAZDA TS21.5 AUTOMATIC, 19k only, met blue, 5dr, a/c, excellent .£6,995 

12 NISSAN NOTE, (new) auto, met blue, 27k history, h/leather, sat nav, 2 keys, outstanding .£7,495 

12 HYUNDAI ilO AUTOMATIC, 5dr, 44k, history, red, alloys, a/c, history .£5,995 

10 HYUNDAI i20 AUTOMATIC, met grey, 24k only, alloys, a/c, 5dr, excellent .ONLY £5,495 

59 MERCEDES CLC 180, black, 62k, alloys, leather, a/c, history, excellent .£6,495 

59 VW TIGUAN 2.0 TDI TURBO DIESEL AUTOMATIC, black, 69k, history, alloys, a/c etc .£8,995 

59 HYUNDAI i30 AUTOMATIC DIESEL, 52k, met black, a/c, alloys .£4,795 

59 NISSAN NOTE 1.6 AUTOMATIC, met blue, 55k, history, a/c, super driver .£4,495 

59 NISSAN PIXO 1.0 N-TEC AUTOMATIC, 18k only, red, a/c, 5dr, low tax/ins .£4,195 

09 NISSNA NOTE 1.6 TECHNA AUTOMATIC, silver, 67k, excellent condition .£4,795 

09 HYUNDAI i20 AUTOMATIC, Blue, 5dr, 32k only, Hist, Alloys, A/C, nice car .£4,495 

04 VAUXHALL ASTRA, (NEW) AUTO, Met Blue, 40k, A/C, Excellent .£1,795 


DIESELS 

15 KIA RIO DIESEL, 5dr, Lady Owner, 16k only, free tax, 70/80 mpg, reverse camera, cruise, 


A/C, Alloys .£9,495 

14 HYUNDAI IX 35 BLACK 4X4 AUTOMATIC DIESEL PREMIUM, black leather, 40k, history, 2 x sunroofs, 

alloys, 4 x headrests .£13,995 

14 MERCEDES A180 SPORT, met black, 1 owner, 28k, sat nav, alloys, a/c, outstanding .£13,995 

63 HYUNDAI i20 TD DIESEL, red, 5dr, 33k, history, alloys, a/c .£5,295 

63 MERCEDES E220 CDI AMG (NEW) AUTOMATIC, 1 owner, 30k, met silver, history, leather/suede, heated 

seats, sat nav, outstanding .£16,995 

63 NISSAN JUKE 1.5 DCITEKNA, White, 32k, Lthr, Sat, Cruise, Mint .£9,495 

13 MERCEDES C220 SPORT, met grey, 67k, half leather, history, lovely .£12,995 

13 MERCEDES E250 CONVERTIBLE, silver, 23k, 1 owner, history, leather .£19,495 

62 MERCEDES C250 SPORT, silver, 48k, history, leather, alloys, sat, mats, outstanding .£12,995 

62 FORD KUGA DIESEL, black, 40k, alloys, lovely car, cruise, half leather, history .£11,295 

62 FORD FOCUS 1.6 TDCI ZETEC, silver, 52k, history, AA route 70+ mpg, £20 Tax. .£6,995 

12 PEUGEOT 308CC CONVERTIBLE, met silver, 36k only, history, alloys, climate, excellent .£7,995 

12 PEUGEOT 30081.6 HDI ACTIVE, met grey, 53k, history, alloys, a/c .£5,495 

12 PEUGEOT 2081.4 ACTIVE 3DR, electric met blue, 59k, history, alloys, A/C, Low tax 70+mpg .ONLY £4,995 

61 FORD FOCUS 1.6TDCi ZETEC, black, 5dr, 65k, history, alloys, £30 tax, 60+ mpg, nice car .£5,995 

61 KIA SOUL 1.6 ECHO, black, 70k, leather, alloys, history, nice car .£5,495 

61 VW T30 TRANSPORTER 4X4, 104k, Hist, 4 motion, 2 x Key, S/Hist, Grey Outstanding .£11,995 

11 AUDI A5 2.0 TDi BLACK EDITION, white, 148k, black leather, sat, sport seats, history, excellent .£9,495 

11 RENAULT MEGANE (NEW) 1.9 TDI CONVERTIBLE, red, alloys, a/c, history, excellent .£5,995 

60 PEUGEOT PARTNER 1.6, met grey, 61k, history, multi-purpose vehicle only .£5,795 

10 MERCEDES C220 SPORT, silver, 56k, alloys, a/c, auto excellent .£10,995 

59 KIA CEED 1.6 CRDI, white, 5dr, 48k, alloys, 6spd, history. .£4,495 

59 FORD FIESTA 1.6 TDCI ECO, met blue, 41k, history, 5dr, £30 tax .£4,995 

59 VW TIGUAN 2.0 TDI TURBO DIESEL AUTOMATIC, black, 69k, history, alloys, a/c etc .£8,495 

59 HYUNDAI i30 AUTOMATIC DIESEL, 52k, met black, a/c, alloys .£4,495 

58 MERCEDES C220 CDI ELEGANCE AUTOMATIC, 57k, grey, alloys, leather .£11,995 

08 MINI COOPER DIESEL, white, 117k, alloys, a/c, history .£3,995 

08 PEUGEOT 207CC CONVERTIBLE, black, 60k, alloys, s/c, history, nice car, .£3,495 

08 FORD FOCUS 1'.6 TDCI, silver, 108k, 5dr, history, 2 x keys, lovely condition .£2,995 

CONVERTIBLES 

13 MERCEDES E250 CONVERTIBLE, silver, 23k, 1 owner, history, leather .£19,495 

12 PEUGEOT 308CC CONVERTIBLE, met silver, 36k only, history, alloys, climate, excellent .£8,495 

11 RENAULT MEGANE (NEW) 1.9 TDI CONVERTIBLE, red, alloys, a/c, history excellent. .£5,995 

08 MITSUBISHI COLT CONVERTIBLE, silver, 1 owner history, 70k, alloys, a/c .£2,795 

PX 

11 FORD FIESTA 1.6 TDI 5DR TITANIUM, silver, 120k, nice car .£2,995 

59 NISSAN MICRA 1.2, red, 138k .£1,295 

07 HONDA ACCORD (NEW) DIESEL, met grey, alloys, a/c, suede/leather .£2,795 

06 MAZDA 2 AUTOMATIC, silver, 5dr, clean, 77k, 2 x key .£1,795 

05 KIA PICANTO AUTOMATIC, Red, 5dr, 40k, history .£1,995 

04 SUZUKI ALTO, Red, 60k, £30 Tax, economical, full MoT, 5dr .£795 

W MX-5 CONVERTIBLE, silver, 119k, clean .£1,295 


01474 822587 

On the Gravesend Road between Gravesend & Strood (A226 ME3 7DZ) 

CARS, CAMPERS, MOTORCYCLES WANTED all major visa 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR CASH accepted W 
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Public Sector 


You can also find the latest jobs online: WWW.jobs24.CO.uk/kent 


KOSMEDIA I Telephone: 01233 653465 


Email: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk Online: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


LICENSING ACT 2003: 
Application for Premises Licence 

Notice is hereby given that Canterbury Tails (Kent) Limited 
has applied to Canterbury City Council for the GRANT of a 
Premises Licence to operate the following Regulated Activities: 
supply of alcohol (on and off the premises) from 10:00 to 
00:00hrs Monday to Saturday and 10:00 to 23:30hrs on Sundays: 
Late Night Refreshment (indoors and outdoors) from 23:00 to 
00:00hrs Monday to Saturday and 23:00 to 23:30hrs on Sundays; 
All Regulated Activities to cease at 22:00hrs every day in the 
outside area marked on the plan at the front of the premises. All 
at the following premises: Canterbury Tails, 35 St. Margaret’s 
Street, Canterbury CT1 2TG. 

A register of licensing applications can be inspected at www. 
canterbury.gov.uk/licensing or at Council Offices, Military Road, 
Canterbury, Kent CT1 1YW tel. 01227 862000 by appointment 
with the Licensing Team between 10am and 4pm Monday to 
Friday. 

Any person wishing to submit representations to this application 
must give notice in writing to the address shown above, giving 
in detail the grounds of objection by 27/09/2017. The Council 
will not entertain representations where the writer requests that 
their identity remains anonymous. Copies of all representations 
will be included in the papers presented to the Licensing Sub 
Committee and will therefore pass into the public domain. 
Representations must relate to one or more of the four Licensing 
Objectives: the prevention of crime and disorder, public safety, 
the prevention of public nuisance and the protection of children 
from harm. 


Notices under the Trustee Act 1925 

GUINNESS MAHON GROUP PENSION SCHEME (Formerly the “Guinness Peat Group Pension Plan”, the 
“Lewis & Peat Group Pension Plan”) and the “Henderson Crosthwaite Retirement Benefits Scheme” 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND BENEFICIARIES UNDER SECTION 27 OF THE TRUSTEE ACT 1925 

Notice is hereby given, pursuant to section 27 of the 
Trustee Act 1925, that the Trustee of the Guinness 
Mahon Group Pension Scheme (the “Scheme”) is 
finalising its winding-up and wishes to trace any person 
who is a member of the Scheme or who has a claim 
against, or entitlement from, the Scheme. 

If you were an employee of the Investec, Guinness 
Mahon, Guinness Peat or Lewis & Peat groups of 
companies and consider that you may be entitled to 
benefits from the Guinness Mahon Group Pension 
Scheme and have not already been contacted, please 
write to the Scheme administrator, Capita, at the 
address given further below with full details of your 
claim and any benefits that you think you are entitled 
to, including your full name, address, Nl Number, dates 
of employment and copies of any relevant papers. This 
information must be received by 31 October 2017. 

Please be aware that these companies have also 
operated other pension schemes in the past, and this 
announcement only relates to the Guinness Mahon 
Group Pension Scheme. 


After 31 October 2017, the Trustee will proceed with 
winding-up the Scheme and may have regard only to 
those claims and entitlements of which it had prior 
written notice. The Trustee will not be liable to or in 
respect of any person whose claim or entitlement had 
not been so notified to it by 31 October 2017. If the 
Trustee, or Capita, is already in contact with you (for 
example if you have received correspondence from 
them or are receiving a pension) you do not need to 
reply to this notice as your interest has already been 
noted. 

The Trustee of the Guinness Mahon Group Pension 
Scheme 

c/o Capita 

Central Administration Department 
Hartshead House 
2 Cutlers Gate 
Sheffield 
S4 7TL 


Get your CV in front of 
local employers 


Upload it to jobs !4.co.uk today 
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TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE 01233 653461 EMAIL: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk ONLINE www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 



Abbey Court School 

“We grow people” 

“An outstanding school” (Ofsted July 2010 & October 2012) 

We are currently looking for... 

TEACHING ASSISTANTS 

to join and enhance our large and expanding, high calibre team. 
Medway Scale, Grade D2 

£16,123 - £20,138 pro-rata + SEN Allowance (£1,239) 

Are you committed, motivated and enthusiastic? Can you make a 
difference? 

If so, share your talents and expertise with us. 

Abbey Court caters for pupils aged 3-19 with Severe Learning 
Difficulties, and is currently located on 2 Strood sites; Cliffe Road 
(Nursery & Primary) and Rede Court Road (Secondary & Further 
Education). The Primary provision is a purpose built premises, newly 
opened in April 2017. Working hours are 32.5 p/w (8.45am - 3.45pm), 
term time only. Comprehensive training and induction will be provided. 
Childcare experience, or relevant childcare qualifications are desirable. 

Due to the conditions and complex needs of the pupils at 
Abbey Court School, continuity and consistency of support is 
paramount and therefore candidates for all positions will need 
to commit to the full working hours of the post. 

This School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare 
of children and young people, and expects all staff and volunteers to 
share this commitment. Any offer of appointment for post is subject to 
a satisfactory Criminal Record Bureau Disclosure. 

For an application pack, please write to/telephone 

(stating the role for which you are applying): 

Mrs Linda Taylor, School Business Manager 
Abbey Court School, Rede Court Road, Strood, Kent. ME2 3SP 
(01634 338236) 

Please note CV’s will not be accepted. 

Closing date: 12.9.17 


Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two hospitals is a 22 bed 
independent hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst the second hospital is a 4 bed independent 
hospital based at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals have a reputation for providing excellent 
medical and surgical facilities supported by Specialist Consultants, Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. 
We have state of the art diagnostic equipment and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 


The continuing growth of our business has resulted in a vacancy for the following staff: 

Staff Nurse Ward (Margate) 

Part Time - 30 hours per week Salary - £13.75 per hour 

Closing Date - TBC Interview Date - TBC 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Registered Nurse 1st level 

• Evidence of continual professional development 

• Experience in a surgical/medical environment with a knowledge and understanding 
of surgical/medical procedures 

• Demonstrates a patient focus approach 

• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills 

• Ability to work independently and as part of a multi-disciplinary team 

• Committed to providing a quality clinical service 

Housekeeper (Margate) 

Part Time - 20 or 30 hours per week, over 7 day working rota 

Salary - £7.69 per hour 

Closing Date - TBC 

Interview Date - TBC 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Previous housekeeping experience (preferably within a clinical environment) 

• Previous experience in a customer facing role 

• Good working knowledge of Word/Excel/Outlook 

• Mathematics and English (GCSE or equivalent) Grade C or above 

• Ability to recognize and report situations affecting patient care 

• Able to work independently and as part of a team 

• Outstanding communication and motivational skills 

• Committed to providing excellence in service 

To discuss either of these opportunities, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: 

Daisy Bannister, HR Assistant 01304 222 690 

Previous applicants need not apply 

For job descriptions and application forms please visit our website: 
www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 

Alternatively, please contact Carina Pieries, HR Assistant 
Telephone: 01304 222687 E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 


Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. 
This position is subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 


Spencer ll 
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Sport 

Former captain 
leaves Priestfield 

Josh Wright terminated his contract at Gillingham this week 



Pictures: ADYKERRY 


Football 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


GILLINGHAM have confirmed their 
former captain Josh Wright has ter¬ 
minated his contract at Priestfield 
and left the club. 

Rumours had been circling all 
week that the midfielder’s departure 
was imminent, following a fall-out 
with head coach Ady Pennock and 
claims he refused to be on the substi¬ 
tutes bench for the Gills’ 3-3 draw 
with Southend on Saturday - a claim 
Wright strongly denies. 

The club said in a statement on 
Thursday morning that the player, 
who scored 14 goals from midfield 
last season and was named the Gills’ 
player of the year, signed the relevant 
forms on Wednesday and is now a 
free agent. 

“Everyone at the club would like to 
thank Josh for his services and we 
wish him well for the future,” a 
spokesperson said. 

In his own statement to supporters 
on social media, Wright said he 
would have preferred to stay at the 
club and pledged to return to Priest¬ 
field one way or another in the future. 

He said: “I have dreaded this day 
and never ever wanted it to happen 
but I suppose it has to happen one day 
in football. I would prefer to focus on 
the highs and great memories rather 
than dwell on how it finished. 

“Where do I start - from 2009 with 
the promotion to the hat-trick of pen¬ 
alties at the Rainham End, being 
named captain for a club so close to 
my heart to player-of-the-year, the 
cup run last season to hearing my 


DEPARTING: Josh Wright 

name sung by you great fans. 

“I would happily have spent the 
rest of my career at a place I call home 
but it wasn’t to be in the end. 

“I’ll leave you with this..! promise 
you I will be back in some capacity 
one day if welcomed and will remain 
a fan for life.” 

The Gills did make a deadline day 
signing to replace Wright by bringing 


in midfielder Sean Clare on loan from 
Sheffield Wednesday. 

Head coach Ady Pennock said: “I’m 
really pleased to have got Sean on 
board, he is a midfielder who isn’t shy 
of taking people on and is different to 
the other players we have in the 
building. 

“Myself and the staff are looking 
forward to working with him.” 


Sittingbourne teenager conquers all in Wales 


Motorsport 


WITH a break in the World Super- 
sport300 series, Luke Hopkins kept 
up his track action with a wildcard 
entry in the Thundersport Super¬ 
teens series last weekend. 

Round seven of the series took 
place at the coastal circuit in 
Anglesey, Wales and the Sitting- 
bourne teenager put on an all-con¬ 
quering performance winning all 
four races on a track he hadn’t seen 
before. 

The Superteens series was once an 
Aprilia-only championship but is 
now open to various manufacturers. 

Over the years it has seen the likes 
of Casey Stoner, Cal Crutchlow, Sam 
Lowes and Danny Kent take part and 
go on and make their name in 



STAR: Photo by Andrew Houseman 


motorcycle racing. 

Luke made a great start and led the 
first race from start to finish. He led 
by 5.7 seconds and beat his qualify¬ 


ing lap time with a 1:17.067. 

In the second race, he improved his 
winning margin to 8.7 seconds as 
well as cutting the fastest lap time to 
1:16.831. 

Luke dropped to fourth after a slow 
start in the third but quickly raced 
into the front, finishing the race with 
a 1:16.707. 

With one more race to go Luke had 
eyes on the lap record. He launched 
from the start line and instantly set 
about setting a fast pace. 

In the early laps he was two 
seconds quicker than the rest of the 
field. Pushing hard he was less than 
half a second from the lap record. 

Towards the end of the race he 
came across several back markers 
which hindered his hoped of beating 
the lap record. He still went on to win 
the fourth race by almost 13 seconds. 


» Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 
or call Tom Pyman on 01233653477 


Sport Shorts 


All-rounder Stewart 
signs first pro contract 


FAST-BOWLING all-rounder Grant 
Stewart has signed his first professional 
contract for Kent. 

The 23-year-old has impressed in the 
second XI as joint top wicket-taker across 
all formats with 29 dismissals and scored 
an unbeaten 50 with the bat. 

In club cricket, he has impressed with 
30 wickets in the Shepherd Neame Kent 
Premier League for Sandwich Town 
including a best of 6/48 on Saturday. 

A capable lower-order batsmen, he has 
also notched a century and seven 50s. 

The seamer said: “I’ve really enjoyed my 
time at Kent and I’m delighted to get the 
opportunity to work with the first-team 
squad and coaches. 

“Becoming a full-time professional 
means I can dedicate more time to 
developing my game and I hope I can 
contribute to some success for the club.” 

Second XI coach Min Patel said: “Grant 
is a talented all-rounder with a tremen¬ 
dous work ethic. He has bowled with great 
skill and consistency this summer and will 
provide an excellent addition.” 



IMPRESSED: Min Patel 



HOME: Ebbsfleet United’s Stonebridge Road 


Five academy talents 
handed deals at Fleet 


EBBSFLEET United handed contracts 
to five of the club’s finest academy 
prospects this week. 

The quintet - Mustafe Ali, Harvie 
Gardiner, Arif Omar, Paul Ouattara 
and Bobby Sears - will form a key 
part of Danny Kedwell’s U19 side in 
2017/18, with three of them already 
tasting action in the Kent Reliance 
Senior Cup. 

Gardiner, a centre back, played the 


whole 90 minutes against Bromley 
while Ali and Omar were introduced 
as late substitutes. 

Also on the bench was striker 
Sears - brother of Ipswich’s Freddie 
- who was highly regarded at 
Thurrock, before being signed by 
Barnet in 2016 and has also played 
for Cockfosters. 

Fleet go into this weekend’s action 
an incredible 30 games unbeaten. 


Kinslow ready for Epsom bout 


MEDWAY’S Carl ‘Energy’ Kinslow 
has promised to deliver a complete 
performance as he prepares for one 
of the biggest fights of his career next 
Saturday 

The 32-year-old, who owns the 
Mind, Movement, Alchemy Gym in 
Gillingham, has been one of the 
breakout stars of the televised 
Queensbury Boxing League competi¬ 


tion this year. 

Speaking ahead of his battle with 
Tommy Mcdonagh at Epsom 
Racecourse he said: “My prediction is 
you will see my intelligence and hun¬ 
ger and Isay this with a humble 
mind. Having had fights in MMA, 

BJJ, freestyle wrestling, K1 and now 
boxing, I envision a win in a 
complete fashion.” 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport ^ Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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47 luxury retirement 

apartments Hextable, Kent 
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Join us at our LAUNCH EVENT on Saturday 2lst Oct (loam - 4pm) and learn 
more about the development at Emerson Park. 

Meet the team... view the floorplans... find out more about the 47 superior 
apartments. Emerson Park benefits from exceptional private amenities and facilities 
including a Club room, bar, cinema, gym, hair salon and transport services. 

Call our Resident Service Advisors on 01322 515410 
to arrange a viewing prior to the sales launch. 


Web: 


www.cinnamoncc.com/emersonpark 
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